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QENNADIUS OP MAESEILLES, 

In his Catalogue of Illuetrious Men. 

" ViNCENTiDs, by birth a Oatil, a Pres- 
byter, in a monasteiy in the island of 
lirins, a man learned in the holy Scrip- 
tures, and well instructed in the know- 
ledge of the doctrines of the Church, | 
with a view to overthrow the sects of the 
heretics, composed in elegant and clear 
language a very powerful dissertation, 
which, concealing his own name, he 
entitled. Peregrin us against Hebe- 
tics. Of this work having lost the 
greater part of the second book, (the 
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manuscript of which was stolen,) he 
recapitulated its substance in a few 
words, and attached it to the first, and 
put them forth as one book*. He died 
in the reign of Theodosius and Valen- 
tinian/^ 

The present translation is a revision of 
one published in 1651, and preserved in 
the Bodleian. (8vo. D. 261. Line.) It has 
in parts been altered considerably, with the 
intention of bringing it nearer to the origi- 
nal. The extract from Bishop Beveridge has 
been placed in the commencement, instead 
of in its order in the Appendix, as forming 
a suitable introduction to the argument 
of Vincentius. 

Many of the extracts are given (more or 
less at length) in Bishop JebVs ^^ Peculiar 
Character of the Church of England, as 
distinguished both from other branches of 
the Reformation, and from the modem 

• A. D. 434. 

O O 



o 



o 



Vll 



Cliuroh of Rome/^ printed as an Appen- 
dix to his volume of Occasional Sermons, 
and reprinted in his "Pastoral Instruc- 
tions." 
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BISHOP BEVERIDGE. 

Trimslated from Prehce to Codex Caaonum Eccletia 
Primitivit mndicatat ac illattrahu, Auiore Gidieltno 
Beveregio, Eccleiia Aaglicaait Precbytero. Loud. 
1678. [Re/jriufei m voL iL i/ CaUkriai editum of 
the Apostolic Fathers.'] 

To such a degree of temerity has thie our 
senseless age advanced, that there ie Bcarcely 
any thing in GhnBtianity itself which ia not 
either called into doubt in private, or made 
matter of controverBy in public. So much so, 
that even those doctrines and rites which, 
during many ages back, and from the very 
beginnings of the Church, have every where 
been received, at hist in these our days come 
into hazard, and are assailed, just as if we were 
tihe first Christians, and all our anceEtors hod 
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assumed and borne the mere name of Christ, 
and nothing more; or, at least, as if all had 
been constantly involved in the gravest errors, 
whoever before this time embraced the faith 
made known in the Gospel. Forsooth in these 
full late times, it seems new lights are boasted 
of, new and greater gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
pretended: and therefore new forms of believ- 
ing, new forms of praying, new forms of 
preaching, new forms in the use of all ecclesi- 
astical administrations, are daily framed and 
commonly adopted. And, what is most 
absurd, nothing now is esteemed of before 
novelty itself, but the newer any thing is, so 
much the greater number and the more does it 
please, and the more anxiously is it defended. 
Hence these tears, hence so many horrible 
schisms in the Church! For whilst individuals, 
indulging, beyond what is meet, their abiUties, 
or rather their own wanton fancies, devote 
themselves to the introduction of noyelties 
into religion, the whole body, through the 
infinite diversity of opinions, comes to be rent 
into contrary schools and factions. 
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II. But if we will only even now recollect 
ourselves, and weigh things with that tempe- 
rate and feir spirit which is right, it will at 
once he clear, that we, who now inhabit this 
and other countries around, are not either the 
first or the only worshippers of Christ, but 
only a small part of that great body, whose 
head is Christ: inasmuch as that body, by the 
exceeding mercy of God, hath been spread 
abroad into all parts of the earth, and that, 
from the very times of the Apostles; so that 
there is no age, and scarcely any country, in 
which there have not been very many who, by 
the faith which we profess, have attained unto 
Heaven. According to this view, if we atten- 
tively survey this vast body of all Christians of 
every age, which is commonly called the 
Catholic or Universal Church, as constituted 
every where and always, we shall find in it 
certain, fixed, and, as it were, common princi- 
ples, which run through the whole, and connect 
all its parts both with each other and with the 
Head. The first of these, and that from which 
the rest arise, is, thai Holy Scripture, or the 
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Old and New Testament, is divinely inspired. 
In this, all Christians every where agree, and 
have always agreed; and therefore he who 
* denies it, is pronounced unworthy of their 
fellowship and of their name. Still further, 
this holy Scripture, although in these precepts, 
which are absolutely necessary for every man's 
salvation, it be most clear and evident to all, 
yet, as to what respects doctrine and external 
discipline of the Church, it is not, from its 
very depth, received by all in one and the same 
sense, but "the divine sayings of this same 
Scripture are by one man interpreted in one 
way, and by another in another; so that it 
would seem to admit almost as many meanings 
as there are men," as formerly Vincent of Lirins 
observed, and as is more than sufficiently proved 
from the case of heretics and schismatics, inas- 
much as, among them, every individual ehcits 
his own erroneous opinions and practices out 
of the holy Scriptures interpreted after his own 
manner. In things therefore of this nature, if 
we would be secured from error and falling, 
first of all, beyond all doubt, we must beware 
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that we do not over-pertinaciously adhere to 
the private opinions and conjectures of our- 
selves and others, but do rather carefully 
examine, what the ancient Church, or, at least, 
the great majority of Christians, have held in 
these matters, and must acquiesce in that 
decision which has obtained the consent of 
Christians in all ages^ For as, according to 
Cicero, on every subject, **the consent of all 
men is the voice of nature," so also in things 
of this sort, the consent of all Christians may be 
deservedly accounted the voice of the Gospel. 
But there are many things which, although 
they are not read in express and definite terms 
in the holy Scriptures, are yet by the common 
consent of all Christians drawn out of these 
Scriptures. For example; "that there are 
in the ever-blessed Trinity three distinct 
Persons to be worshipped, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and that these 
are, each of them, truly God, and yet that 
there is but one God; that Christ is God and 
man, BedvOpamos, trvly God and truly man, in 
one and the same person." These and such 
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like, although they are not, either in the Old 
or New Testament, declared in so many words 
and syllahles, yet have they, as founded on 
both, ever been agreed on by all Christians, 
certain few heretics only excepted, of whom no 
more account is to be had in religion, than of 
monsters in nature. So also, " that infants are 
to receive the ablution of holy Baptism, and 
that sponsors are to be used for that Sacra- 
ment. That the Lord's day, or the first day 
in every week, is to be religiously observed as 
a festival. That our Lord's passion, resurrec- 
tion, and ascension into Heaven, as also the 
coming of the Holy Ghost, are to be comme- 
morated every year. That the Church is every 
where to be administered by Bishops, distin- 
guished from Presbyters, and set over them." 
These and others of this sort are no where in 
the sacred Scriptures enjoined directly and by 
name, yet have they notwithstanding, during 
fourteen hundred years from the Apostles, 
been every where received into public use of 
the Church; nor can there be found any 
Church during that period not agreeing to 
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these things. So that there have been, as it 
were, certain common notions from the begin- 
ning implanted in the minds of all Christians, 
not so much from any particular passages of 
I holy Scripture, as from all; from the general 
scope and tenor of the whole Gospel; from the 
very nature and purpose of the religion therein 
established; and, finally, from the constant 
tradition of the Apostles, who, together with 
the faith, propagated ecclesiastical rites of this 
sort, and, if I may so speak, general interpre- 
tations of the Gospel. For on any other sup- 
position it would be incredible, or even impos- 
sible, that they should have been received with 
so unanimous a consent every where, -always, 
and by all. 

III. From these premises, it is clear at the 
first glance what will follow. For seeing that 
no one doubts but that more confidence is to 
be placed in the whole body than in individual 
Christians, and more in the Universal Church 
than in any particular Churches whatsoever: 
seeing also that there are very many points in 
which the Universal Church during many ages 
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after the Apostles* agreed : seeing, finally, that 
this consent of the Universal Church is the surest 
interpretation of holy Scripture on those points 
on which it may be had: it hence tiiost clearly 
follows, of what and how great use the ancient 
Fathers, and other writers of all ages of the 
Church, must be, and how necessary to be 
consulted by them, who, in the prosecution of 
ecclesiastical controversies, have at heart either 
their own salvation, or the peace of the* 
Church. For, were there no commentaries of 
the ancient Church, no acts of councils, no 
monuments^ of ecclesiastical history, extant at 
this day, in how great darkness should we be 
involved respecting our very religion itself? 
How easy would it be for any subtle heretic, or 
even for any the most flagitious impostor, 
\mder the mask of piety, to deceive the gene-. 
rality, and to lead them into the most perni- 
cious errors of every description? Who could 
then convict the Church of Rome, or any other 
evesa the most corrupt Communion, of fault or 
error, in those particulars which are not 
expressly prohibited in holy Scripture?. For 
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whence could it be proved, whether those 
things which are in use in that Church had, or 
had not, been handed down from the very 
Apostles, and approved by the consent of the 
Universal Church? Finally, how many and 
how great disadvantages of every kind would 
arise hence? But there is no reason that we 
should occupy our time in the enimieration of 
these things, seeing that amidst so many and 
so great confusions of empires, convulsions of 
particular Churches, and perturbation of all 
himian affairs, it hath been so ordered by the 
most wise and merciftd providence of Almighty 
Grod, that from the very times of the Apostles 
•even imto these our own times, there is no age 
whose ecclesiastical memorials are not preserved 
to us. From which memorials accordingly 
we are enabled to conceive a perfect idea of the 
Universal Church, and to feel assured and cer- 
tain, what has through all ages been admitted 
and what rejected; what rites and doctrines 
have prevailed, what heresies and schisms have 
been disapproved and condemned. Finally, 
from these and these alone we may see, on 
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what points of doctrine and discipline agree- 
ment hath ever prevailed among all Churches, 
and on what again controversy hath existed 
between them, and consequently what is more, 
and what less, necessary to be believed and 
observed. For whatever is to be said of other 
things, those things at any rate in which all 
Churches every where have agreed, cannot but 
be most certain, and necessary, even at this 
very time, to be retained of all. 

IV. This consent however, be it remem- 
bered, of which we are speaking, of the Uni- 
versal Church, on any articles of feith or eccle- 
siastical rites, is not to be sought from one or 
two writers, much less from any one or two 
passages in any particular writer, apart from 
the rest, but from all combined, or at least 
from the greatest part of those, who, in all 
ages of the Church, (and especially the earlier,) 
were the authors of any written works, in 
which they treated on these subjects. For in 
all societies, such as is the Church, the majo- 
rity takes place of the minority, and has the 
same right as the whole. The words of the 
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civil law are, " What is done by the majority 
of the court, is accoimted the same as if done 
by all." Nay, this is one of the ordinary rules 
of that law, "That is ascribed to the whole 
which is publicly done by the majority." That 
therefore which is by the majority either 
appointed or affirmed, that is rightly to be con- 
sidered the act of the Universal Church; much 
more that which is confirmed by the united 
testimonies of all, or nearly all. To which class 
very many things in ecclesiastical matters may 
easily be reduced. For although we have not j 
the express opinions of every individual Chris 
tian, through all ages, handed down to us, yet 
we possess what is to the same effect. For, 
first, when we speak of the consent of the 
Universal Church, it is not necessary that we 
regard the opinions of the people also, or laity. 
For they have never been admitted to deliver 
their judgment on the doctrine or discipline of 
the Church, in that it was presumed that in all 
things they, as is right, followed, not led, the : 
opinions of their pastors. And besides, seeing j 
that the people were anciently wont to vote in ■ 
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the election of their own bishops, and to give 
their testimony concerning those to be elected; 
by that very act they shewed openly enough 
that they agreed to their doctrine and disci- 
pline : so that whatever might be the opinion 
of any one Bishop, the people over whom he 
presided might fairly be held to be guided by 
the same. In consequence, that this consent 
of the Church is to be sought not from the 
people, but from their Bishops, from the 
teachers and priests, Vincent of Lirins formerly 
rightly observed: " Consent also in like 
manner we shall arrive at," says he, ** if in this 
very antiquity we follow the definitions and 
expressed opinions of all, or, at any rate, of 
nearly all, the priests and teachers." And 
indeed this position, namely, " that the consent 
of the Universal Church is to be sought not 
from the people, but from the bishops and 
clergy," is one of those very many points in 
which we have the Universal Church itself 
agreeing; seeing that when about to discuss 
ecclesiastical matters, she hath rarely sufiered 
the people to be present, never to deliver an 
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opihion, or to vote. For neither, in all the 
councils which have ever been held on matters 
of that sort, do we read, that any one from 
among the people set his name to the decrees. 
But in each age the common affairs of the 
Church were transacted by bishops alone in 
council assembled, with, occasionally, certain 
presbyters, holding the places of their respec- 
tive bishops. Which councils, if held in any 
one province, represented that pr(n)incial 
Church alone; but if attended by all con- 
jointly, or by the majority of them, they then 
represented the Universal Church, ** By which" 
(councils,) as Tertullian says, " both such points 
as are of a deeper character are discussed in 
common, and the very assembly, as represent- 
ing the whole Christian name, is held in great 
reverence." But councils of this sort, as well 
provincial, held by particular provinces, as 
Universal, held (as the origin of their name 
declares) by the Universal Church, are even 
now extant, with many of their acts and 
decrees. There are extant also very many 
commentaries of individual bishops and pres- 
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bjrters, not indeed of all, but yet of those who, 
in each age, were most learned, and best 
acquainted with the doctririfes and rites of the 
Church. From all of which, we are able most 
clearly to see (if any other thing) the common 
opinions both of all, and each of, the Churches, 
and so to collect most assuredly what we are 
to hold on these points. For although we 
grant it to be doubtful whether others, who 
either were not authors, or whose writings are 
not now in existence, may not perchance have 
held otherwise, yet since that is not capable of 
proof, and not to be capable of proof, in causes 
of this sort, is manifestly the same as not to 
exist; whatever all, or the majority of those, 
whose genuine works have been left us, 
taught, as it were in common, that is without 
any doubt, to be held for the common and 
constant doctrine of the Universal Church. 
Especially when the Universal Church also has 
itself fully enough testified her agreement to 
that doctrine, which is preserved in the ancient 
writings of Councils and Fathers, from this 
fact, that, the providence of God so ordering, 
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she hath preserved to us those writings in 
which that doctrine is contained, the writings 
of others, who held otherwise, having in the 
mean time been buried in so deep obUvion, that 
scarcely have their names been transmitted to 
posterity. From all which things, as briefly 
and summarily premised, we may rightly con- 
clude, that all, both separate works of indi- 
vidual Fathers, and acts and monuments of 
Synods, as well provincial as imiversal, which 
exist at this day, are, in the first place, of this 
vesy great and remarkable use to us; that 
from them we may consider it made out with 
certainty, what the Universal Church hath 
ever beUeved, and openly taught, on necessary 
articles of faith and rites ecclesiastical, and 
therefore what is to be ever beUeved and 
taught in the Church. For no one can doubt, 
but that it is both most safe, and supremely 
necessary in all things, as far as is possible, 
rehgiously to walk in the steps of the faith 
and customs of the Universal Church. 

V. But perhaps some one may say, " that 
the Fathers, both separately as individuals, and 
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many ci them conjointly, erred in various 
points of religion; and that they at times 
disagree among themselves, and that indeed, 
sometimes, on matters of great moment." 
These objections, I confess, against the ancient 
Fathers of the Chm^ch, and their authority in 
the settlement of ecclesiastical controversies, 
have been of late introduced. But whether 
they be true or false, is a point which we need 
not now discuss. For, even if we grant them 
true to the fullest extent, yet can no argument 
be drawn from them against our judgment 
concerning the right use of the Fathers. Inas- 
much as we are speaking of the Fathers, not 
as individuals taken separately, but as taken all 
conjointly. And therefore how many errors 
soever may have been detected in one or more, 
and how much soever in some things, possibly, 
of great moment, they may even disagree with 
one another, or at least may appear to disagree, 
yet our position remains firm enough and stable, 
since there are certainly, after allowance made 
for them, many things, on which an agreement 
prevails among all the Fathers universally, and 
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very many, to which a majority of them have 
given their miited assent. But all the dissen- 
sions which have been raised among them on 
certain subjects, take nothing from their 
supreme authority on those points in which 
they agree, but rather in an eminent degree 
confirm it. For the fact, that in other things 
they have differed, most plainly manifests, that 
those things, on which they have agreed, they 
have handed down, not from any compact or 
agreement, not from any party formed, not 
from any communication of design, nor, finally, 
from their own private opinions, but naked and 
unadulterated, as derived from the common and 
general interpretation and tradition of the 
Universal Church. And, indeed, although on 
certain less necessary points, as well of faith as 
of discipline, the ancient Fathers do in some 
Httie degree differ one from another, yet that 
very many things have been received with the 
fullest agreement by all, is so dear, that we 
may judge of it with our own eyes. For 
there are many things which we see have been 
defined by the Universal Church in councils 
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aid of God first constituted, and by His pity 
still preserved, is the perfect image and repre- 
sentation. 

VII. But, that we digress no further from 
our proposed object, when we are speaking of 
the Universal Church, and its agreement, with- 
out any doubt, regard is to be had especially to 
the Primitive Church: inasmuch as, although 
it be only a part of the whole, yet is it uni- 
versally agreed that it was the more pure and 
genuine part. For the same hath happened to 
the Church, which hath happened to each 
several commonwealth, namely, that, ancient 
customs passing by degrees into disuse, new 
institutions are devised by the wanton imagina- 
tions of men's minds, which very fault is above 
all other to be eschewed in religion. For it is 
agreed among all Christians, that the ApostoUc 
Church as constituted by the Apostles of our 
Lord in person, under the guidance of Divine 
inspi^tion, and by them whilst yet living 
administered, was of all Churches the purest 
and most perfect. Furthermore nothing seems 
more at variance with the common faith of 
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Christians than that the doctrine or disciphne 
instituted by the Apostles, should have been 
corrupted or any way changed by their imme- 
diate successors. For all confess, that the 
Apostles were most faithful men, and of con- 
sequence willed to ordain none as their suc- 
cessors, except those whose faith and integrity 
was fully approved by themselves personally. 
Therefore the first successors of the Apostles 
doubtless kept inviolate and uncomipted the 
Church, whose government had been entrusted 
to them ; and in like manner handed it down 
to their own successors, and these again to 
others, and so on; insomuch that there can 
exist no doubt, but that at least during two or 
three ages from the Apostles, the Church 
flourished in her primitive vigour, and, so to 
say, in her virgin estate, that is, in the same 
condition in which she had been left by the 
Apostles themselves ; except that from time to 
time new heresies burst forth even in those 
days, by which the Church was indeed 
harassed, but in no way corrupted ; that is to 
say, no more than the Church, strictiy Apo- 
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stolic, was perverted by those errors, which/ 
arose whilst the Apostles were yet hving. 
For they had scarcely time to arise, before 
they were rejected by the Catholic Church. 
Which things therefore notwithstanding, the 
Universal Church which followed ever held 
that Primitive Church to be most pure, and, in 
refuting all heresies which afterwards arose, 
appealed to her as the rule of other Churches. 
For if any one endeavoured to bring any thing 
new into the doctrine or discipline of the 
Church, those Fathers who opposed themselves 
to him, whether individually or assembled 
together in a body, sought their arguments, as 
out of the holy Scriptures, so also out of the 
doctrines and traditions of the Church of the 
first ages. For this is observable in nearly all 
acts of councils, and commentaries of individual 
Fathers, wherever, that is, ecclesiastical con- 
troversies are discussed. And indeed nothing 
still is more rational, nothing certainly more 
desirable, than that all particular Churches at 
this day, wherever constituted, were reformed 
after the model of the Primitive Church. For 
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this measure would immediately cast forth 
whaterer corruptions have crept in during later 
ages, and would restore to their original vigour, 
a the other hand, all things which are required 
for the true constitution of a Christian Church, 
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CATHOLIC FAITH AGATNST THE FBOFANE 
NOVELTIES OF ALL HEBETICS. 



CHAP. I. 



INTBODUCTION. OCCASION OF THE WOBK. 

Scripture saying and warning us in 
this sort: "Ask thy Fathers and they 
shall tell thee, thy elders and they shall 
report unto thee*." And again, "Accom- 
modate thy ears to the words of wise 
men^" Likewise, "My son, forget not 
these speeches, but let thy heart keep my 



* Deut iii. 2. 



*> Prov. xxii. 17. 
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words*'." It seemeth unto me, Peregrinus, 
a stranger of this world, and the least of all 
God's servants, that it will by His gracious 
help be a matter of no small profit to set 
down in writing what I have of holy fathers 
faithfully received, being a thing very 
necessary at any rate for mine own infirmity, 
having always thereby in readiness that, 
by daily reading whereof I may refresh my 
weak memory. Unto which labour not 
only the profit to be reaped by the work, 
but also the very consideration of the time, 
and opportunity of the place, moves and 
invites me : the time, because reason it is, 
that seeing it consumeth and bereaveth us 
of all human and earthly things, we should 
also take out of it something which may 
avail us to life everlasting : especially seeing 
the terrible judgment of God, which we 
expect, drawing near upon us, doth seri- 

^ Prov. iii 1. 
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ously invite and provoke us to increase our 
studies and exercises in religion, and the 
fraudulent dealing of new heretics needeth 
much our care and attention. The place, 
because having forsaken the company and 
troubles of cities, I have chosen a solitary 
abbey in a remote village for mine abiding, 
where I may without any great distraction 
of mind put in practice that which is sung 
in the Psalm *^, " Be still, and see that I am 
God." With which reasons also accordeth 
the purpose, end, and resolution of my 
whole state of Ufe, in that I have by the 
help of Christ, after long and divers storms 
endured in the wars of this world, shrouded 
myself in the harbour of a religious life, (a 
most secure port for all that resort to it,) 
where, contemning the blasts of vanity and 
pride, I may appease God with the sacrifice 
of Christian humility, and so escape not 

«1 Psalm xlvi. 10. 
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only the shipwreck of this present Hfe, but 
also the fire of the next. 

But now in the name of God will I set 
upon that which I have taken in hand, that 
is, to set down in writing such things as 
our forefathers have delivered and com- 
mitted to our charge, using herein rather 
the fideUty of a reporter, than the presump- 
tion of an author ; meaning yet to keep this 
rule in my writing, not copiously to lay 
forth all, but briefly to handle each neces- 
sary point, neither that in fine and exact 
words, but in easy and common speech, in 
such sort that most things may seem rather 
pointed at than declared. Let them write 
deUcately and pen curiously, which, trusting 
either unto wit or moved with respect of 
duty, enterprise any such action ; but for 
me it is sufficient, that for helping my 
memory, or rather forgetfulness, I have 
gathered together this Commonitory, which 
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notwithstanding by God's grace, I will 
daily endeavour by little and little (calling 
to mind such things as in times past I have 
learned) to correct and make more perfect. 
And this have I thought good to forewarn, 
that if haply this work of mine passing 
forth, fall into the hands of Saints, they do 
not overhastily reprehend in it that which 
they understand present promise to under- 
take with future correction better to polish 
and mend. 
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CHAP. II. 



or THE PROOF OP DOCTBINE ; PIBST, BY THE 
AUTHOBITT OP THE I*AW OP GOD ; SECONDLY, BY 
THE TBADITION OP THE CATHOLIC CHDBCH. 

Enquiring therefore often with great 
desire, and attention, of very many excel- 
lent, holy, and learned men, how and by 
what means I might assuredly, and as it 
were by some general and ordinary way, 
discern the true Catholic faith from false 
and wicked heresy ; to this question I had 
usually this answer of them all, that whether 
I or any other desired to find out the fraud 
of heretics, daily springing up, and to 
escape their snares, and willingly would 
continue in a sound faith, himself safe and 
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sounds that he ought two manner of ways 
by God's assistance to defend and preserve 
his faith ; that is, Jirst, by the authority of 
the law of God ; secondly, by the tradition 
of the Catholic Church, 

Here some man, perhaps, may ask, 
seeing the Canon of the Scripture is per- 
fect, and most abundantly of itself sufficient 
for all things, what need we join unto it the 
authority of the Church's understanding 
and interpretation? The reason is this, 
because the Scripture being of itself so 
deep and profound, all men do not under- 
stand it in one and the same sense, but 
divers men diversely, this man and that man, 
this way and that way, expound and inter- 
pret the sayings thereof, so that to one's 
thinking, so many men, so many opinions 
almost may be gathered out of them : for 
Novatian expoundeth it one way, Photinus 
another, Sabellius after this sort, Donatus 

o o 
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faith to be true, which the 

throughout the world ac- 

nd confesseth. Antiquity 

,v, if we part not any whit 

ises which it is plain that our 

and fathers generally held. 

1 we likewise follow, if in this 

y itself we hold the definitions 

s of all, or at any rate almost 
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after* that; Arius, Eimomius, Macedonius 
will have this exposition; ApoUinaris and 
Priscillian will have that; Jovinian, Pela- 
gius, Cejestius, gather this sense; and^ to 
concludei Nestorius findeth out that: and 
therefore very necessary it is for the 
avoiding of so great windings and turnings 
of errors so various, that the line of ex- 
pounding the Prophets and Apostles be 
directed and drawn, according to the rule 
of the Ecclesiastical and Catholic sense. 

Again, within the Catholic Church itself 
we are greatly to consider, that we hold 
that, which hath been believed evert/ where, 
always, and of all men : for that is truly 
and properly Catholic (as the very force 
and nature of the word doth declare, which 
comprehendeth all things in general after an 
universal manner). And that shall we do 
if we follow universality, antiquity, consent. 
Universality shall we follow thus, if we 
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profess that one faith to be true, which the 
whole Church throughout the world ac- 
knowledgeth and confesseth. Antiquity 
shall we follow, if we part not any whit 
from those senses which it is plain that our 
holy elders and fathers generally held. 
Consent shall we likewise follow, if in this 
very antiquity itself we hold the definitions 
and opinions of all, or at any rate almost 
all, the Priests and Doctors together. 
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CHAP. III. 

or DNIVEE8AJLITT, ANTIQUITY, CONSENT. 

What then shall a Catholic Chris- 
tian do, if some small part of the Church 
cut itself off from the communion of the 
universal faith? What else but prefer the 
health of the whole body before the pestife- 
rous and corrupt member? What if some 
new infection goeth about to corrupt not in 
this case only a little part, but the whole 
Church? Then likewise shall he regard, 
and be sure to cleave unto, antiquity, which 
can now no more be seduced by any crafty 
novelty. What if in antiquity itself, and 
amongst the ancient Fathers, be found some 
error of two or three men; or haply of 
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some one city or province ? Then shall he 
diligently take heed that he prefer the uni- 
versal decrees and determinations of an 
ancient General Council, if such there be, 
before the temerity or folly of a few. What 
if some such case happen where no such 
thing can be found? Then shall he labour, 
by conferring and laying them together 
amongst themselves, to refer to and consult 
the ancient Fathers' opinions, not of all, 
but of those only which, living at divers 
times, and sundry places, yet continuing in 
the communion and faith of one Catholic 
Church, were approved masters and guides 
to be followed; and whatsoever he per- 
ceiveth, not one or two, but all jointly with 
one consent, plainly, usually, constantly to 
have holden, written, and taught ; let him 
know that this without scruple or doubt 
himself likewise ought to believe. 

6 6 




But for more perspicuity and light 
of that which hath been said, each pari is 
to be made clear with several examples, 
and somewhat more at large to be ampli- 
fied, lest in striving for extreme brevity, 
weighty matters Ije hurried over in hasty 
speech. 

When in the time of Donatus, of whom 
came the Donatists, a great part of Africa 
fell headlong into his ftirious error, and, 
unmindful of her name, religion, and pro- 
fession, preferred the sacrilegious temerity 



o ■■ o 

AGAINST HERESY. 15 

of one man, before the Church of Christ ; 
then all those of Africa which detested that 
profane schism, and united themselves to 
all the Churches of the world, they only 
amongst them all could be safe within the 
sanctuaries of the Catholic Faith, leaving 
certainly a notable example to their posterity, 
how ever after, by good custom, the sound 
doctrine of all men ought to be preferred 
before the madness of one or a few. 

Likewise when the poison of the Arians 
had now infected not ahttle part, but well nigh 
the whole world, in such sort, that (almost 
all the Bishops of the Latin tongue deceived, 
partly by force, partly by fraud) men's minds 
were covered as it were with a mist, what 
especially in so great a confusion was to be 
followed ; then whosoever was truly a lover 
and a follower of Christ, by preferring 
ancient faith before new error, was un- 
touched with any spot of that infection. The 
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danger of which time doth more than 
abundantly shew, what calamity entereth 
in, when a novel doctrine is admitted. For 
as much as at that time not only small 
matters, but things of the greatest import- 
ance, were undermined. For not ^nly 
alliance, kindred, friends, families, but also 
cities, commonwealths, provinces, countries, 
yea and at length the whole Roman Empire, 
was shaken and moved from its foundations. 
For when this profane novelty of the Arians, 
like some Bellona or Fury, having first 
taken captive the Emperor, afterward sub- 
dued all the high places of the palace to 
her new laws, she never ceased afler that to 
trouble and confound all things private and 
public, holy and not holy, making no dis- 
tinction of good and truth, but as it were 
from an high place did strike all at her 
pleasure. Then married women were de- 
filed, widows spoiled, virgins violated, abbeys 
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demolished, Clergymen violendy expelled, 
Levites [Deacons] beaten. Priests banished, 
dungeons, prisons, mines, filled with holy 
men, of which the greater part banished 
the cities, exiled, and homeless, pined, 
suffered, arid consumed away amongst 
deserts, caves, wild beasts, and rocks, with 
nakedness, thirst, and hunger. And all 
this misery had it any other beginning but 
because human superstitions are admitted 
for heavenly doctrine, well-grounded anti- 
quity subverted by wicked novelty, whilst 
the institutions of those before us are 
violated, our fathers' ordinances repealed, 
the decisions of our ancestors abrogated, 
while the licentious liberty of profane and 
novel curiosity, keeps not itself within the 
most chaste limits of sacred and sound 
antiquity ? 



c o 
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V. But perhaps we devise all this of 
hatred to novelty, and a£&ction to antiquity? 
Who so thinketh, at least let him give credit 
to blessed Ambrose, who in his second hook 
to Grauan the Emperor', himself bewiuling 
the bitterness of that time, saith thus : " But 
now, O Almighty God, (quoth he,) we have 
sufficiently washed and purged with our ruin 
and blood the death of Confessors, the 
banishment of Priests, and the wickedness 
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of SO great impiety; it hath manifestly 
appeared that they cannot be safe which 
have violated and forsaken their faith." 
Likewise in his third book of the same 
work'. "Let us therefore (quoth he) keep 
the precepts of our elders, and not with 
temerity of rude presumption violate those 
seals descending to us by inheritance. 
None durst open that prophetical book 
close sealed, not the elders, not the powers, 
not the Angels, not the Archangels: to 
explicate and interpret that book was a 
prerogative only reserved to Christ. The 
priestly book sealed by Confessors, and by 
this time consecrated with the death of 
many Martyrs, which of us dare presume to 
unseal ? which book such as were compelled 
to unseal, notwithstanding afterward, when 
the fraud was condemned, they sealed 
again ; they which durst not violate or touch 

^ C. 7. 
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it became Confessors and Martyrs: how 
can we deny their faith, whose victory we 
so praise and commend?" We commend 
them, I say, O venerable Ambrose, we 
surely commend them, and with praises 
admire them. For who is so senseless that, 
although he cannot arrive to that perfection, 
desireth not yet to imitate them whom no 
force could then remove from defending 
their ancestors' faith : not threatening, not 
flattering, not life, not death, not the court, 
not the guard, not the emperor, not the 
whole empire, not men, not devils ; those, 
I say, whom for maintenance of religious 
antiquity, our Lord vouchsafed of so high 
and so great a grace, that by them he would 
repair the overthrown Churches, reanimate 
nations spiritually dead, restore the fallen 
crowns of Priests, blot out and wash away 
with a fountain of faithful tears (sent from 
above into the hearts of the Bishops) those 
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wicked, not books, but blots of new impiety, 
finally restore now almost the whole world 
(shaken with the cruel tempest of heresy 
suddenly arisen) to ancient fidelity from 
new perfidy, to old soberness firom new 
madness, to ancient light from new darkness. 
But in this divine virtue which they shewed 
in the confession of their faith this thing is 
especially of us to be noted, that then in 
that very antiquity of the Church they took 
upon them the defence not of any one part, 
but of the whole. For it was not lawful 
that such excellent and famous men should 
maintain and defend with so great might 
and main the erroneous suspicions, and 
those contrary each to other, of one or two 
men ; or should stand in contention for some 
rash conspiracy of some small province; 
but they did choose, following the Canons 
and Decrees of all the Priests of Holy 
Church, the heirs of Apostolic and Catholic 
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truth, rather to betray themselves than the 
universal ancient faith. For which fact of 
theirs they merited so great glory, that they 
are accounted not only confessors, but also 
justly and worthily the princes of all 
confessors. 
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Great therefore and surely divine was 
the example of these same blessed Con- 
fessors, and of every true Catholic con- 
tinually to be remembered; who like the 
seven -branched candlestick, shining with 
the sevenfold light of the Holy Ghost, 
shewed beforehand unto a\\ posterity a 
most notable example; how afterwards in 
each foolish and vain error, the boldness of 
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profane novelty was to be repressed with 
authority of sacred antiquity. 

Neither is this any new thing, seeing 
that this hath ever been usual in the 
Church, that the more religious a man hath 
been, the more readily hath he always 
resisted novel inventions : examples whereof 
every where are plentiful, but for brevity's 
sake I will only make choice of some one, 
which shall be taken from the ApostoUc See, 
by which all men may see most plainly with 
what force always, what zeal, what endea- 
voiu*, the blessed succession of the blessed 
Apostles have defended the integrity of that 
religion, which they once received. There- 
fore in times past Agrippinus of venerable 
memory, Bishop of Caythage, was the first 
of all mortal men to maintain this assertion 
against the Divine Scripture, against the rule 
of the universal Church, against the mind 
of all the Priests of his time, against the 
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custom and tradition of his forefathers, that 
rebaptization was to be practised. Which 
presumption of his procured so great hurt 
to the Churchy that not only it gave all 
heretics a pattern of sacrilege, but also 
ministered occasion of error to some 
Catholics. When therefore every where 
all men exclaimed against the novelty of the 
doctrine, and all Priests in all places, each 
one according to his zeal, did oppose ; then 
Pope Stephen of blessed memory, Bishop 
of the Apostolic See, resisted in common 
indeed with the rest of his fellow Bishops, 
but yet more than the rest, thinking it as 
I suppose reason so much to excel all other 
in devotion towards the faith, as he was 
superior to them in authority of place «* 

8 Loci auctoritate may mean the dignity of his place 
or office, but perhaps rather the influence resulting from 
the preeminence of Rome, the place of which he was 
Bishop. 

6 o 



o o 

26 VINCENTIUS LIRIKEKSIS 

To conclude, in his Epistle which then was 
sent to Africa, he decreed the same in these 
words. "That nothing was to be innovated, 
but that which came by tradition ought to 
be observed." For that holy and prudent 
man knew well, that the nature of piety 
could admit nothing else, but only to deliver 
to our children all things with the same 
fidelity with which we received them of our 
forefathers, and that we ought to follow 
religion whither it doth lead us, and not to 
lead religion whither it pleases us, and that 
it is proper to Christian modesty and gravity, 
not to leave unto posterity our own inven- 
tions, but to keep that which our prede- 
cessors left us. What therefore was the 
end of that whole business ? what else but 
that, which is common and usual, to wit, 
antiquity was retained, novelty exploded? 
But perhaps that very invention of novelty 
lacked patrons and defenders ? To which I 
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say on the contrary, that it had such preg- 
nant wits, such flow of eloquence, such 
number of defenders, such shew of truth, 
such testimonies of divine Scripture, (but 
understood evidently after a new and 
naughty fashion,) that all that conspiracy 
and schism should have seemed unto me 
invincible, had not the sole cause of such 
turmoil, the very profession of novelty itself, 
so taken in hand, so defended, so recom- 
mended, left it without support. To con- 
clude, what force had the Council or Decree 
of Africa? By God's providence none, but 
all was abolished, dissannulled, abrogated, as 
dreams, as fables, as superfluous. And, O 
strange change of the world ! the authors 
of that opinion are judged to be Catholics, 
but the followers of the same. Heretics; 
the masters discharged, the scholars con- 
demned ; the writers of those books shall be 
children of the kingdom, but hell shall 
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receive their maintainers. For who is so 
mad as to doubt but that that light of all 
Saints, Bishops, and Martyrs, the most 
blessed Cyprian, with the rest of his com- 
panions, shall reign with Christ for ever ? 
And contrariwise, who is so profane as to 
deny that the Donalists, and such other 
pests, which vamit that they do practise 
rebaptization by the authority of that 
Council, shall burn for ever with the devil ? 
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CHAP. VII. 

OP THE PEOrANK DEVICES OP HERETICS ; AND OP 
THE DANGER OF HAYING ITCHING EARS AFTER 
NEW TEACHERS. 

Which judgment in mine opinion 
seemeth to have come from God for their 
fraudulent deaHngs especially, who, endea- 
vouring under the clokk of another man's 
name cunningly to frame an heresy, 
commonly lay hold of some rather darkly 
expressed writings of one ancient Father or 
other, which by reason of the obscurity 
may seem as it were to make for their 
opinion, to the end they may be thought, 
whatsoever I know not what they bring 
forth to the world, neither to have been the 

o O 



o o 

30 VINCENTIUS LIRINENSIS 

first that so taught, neither alone of that 
opinion: whose wicked device in mine 
opinion is worthy of double hatred, both 
for that they fear not to offer their poisoned 
cup of heresy to others, and also because 
they blemish the memory of some holy man, 
and as it were with profane hands fan the 
now sleeping ashes, making that notorious 
by the revival of the opinion, which rather 
with silence were to be buried; following 
therein the steps of their father Cham, who 
not only neglected to cover the nakedness 
of venerable Noe, but also told it to others 
for scorn, by which fact of his he incurred 
so great a crime of impiety, that even his 
posterity was subjected to the malediction 
of his sin^: far, very far different in this 
from those his blessed brethren, who 
neither with their own eyes would violate 
the nakedness of their reverend father, nor 

»» Gen- ix. 22. 
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yet leave it exposed to the sight of others, 
but going backward, as the holy text saith, 
they covered him : which is as much as to 
say, that they neither approved nor betrayed 
the holy man's fault, and therefore they and 
their posterity were rewarded with their 
father's blessing. But to return to our 
purpose. We have therefore very much to 
fear the sacrilege of a changed faith, of a 
violated religion, from which fault not only 
the discipline of the ecclesiastical decree 
doth restrain us, but the authority also of 
the Apostle's censure deterreth. For all 
men know how gravely, how severely, how 
vehemently, the blessed Apostle St. Paul 
inveigheth against certain, which with great 
levity * were so soon transferred from him 
that called them into the grace of Christ unto 
another Gospel, which is not another ^' 
* That had heaped up to themselves masters 

1 Gal. L 7. 
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according to their own desires, averting 
indeed their ears from truth, but being con- 
verted to fables^:' * having damnation, be- 
cause they have made void their first faith I' 
Whom those men had deceived, of whom 
the same Apostle, in his Epistle to the 
Roman brethren, thus writeth. * I beseech 
you, brethren, to mark them that make 
dissensions and scandals contrary to the 
doctrine which you have learned, and avoid 
them, for such do not serve Christ our 
Lord, but their own belly: and by sweet 
speeches and benedictions seduce the hearts 
of innocents"*.' * That enter into houses, 
and lead captive silly women laden with 
sins, which are led away with divers 
desires, always learning, and never attain- 
ing to the knowledge of truth"/ *Vain 
speakers and seducers, who subvert whole 

k 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. » 1 Tim. v. 12. 

" Rom. xvi. 17. "2 Tim. iii. 6, 7. 
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houses^ teaching the things they ought not 
for filthy lucre yf * Men corrupt in their 
mind, reprobates concerning the faith ^/ 
^ Proud^ and knowing nothing, but languish- 
ing about questions and strife of words, 
that are deprived of the truth, that esteem 
gain to be piety*.' * And withal idle they 
learn to go from house to house, not only 
idle, but also full of words and curious, 
speaking things which they ought not.' 
* Which rejecting a good conscience have 
made shipwreck about the faith ^:' whose 
' profane speeches' do grow much to impiety, 
and their speech spreadeth as a canker^.' 
But that is also worth the noting which is 
written of them. * But they shall prosper 
no further, but their folly shall be manifest 
to all, as theirs also was^,' 

y Tit i. 10, 11. « 2 Tiin. iii 8. 

• 1 Tim. vi 5. b 1 Tim. i. 19. 

« 2 Tim. iL 16. d 2 Tim. iil 9. 




When therefore such kind of men, 
wandering up and down through provinces 
and cides to set their errors to sale, came 
also unto the Galatians, and these af^r 
they had heard them were delighted with 
the filthy drugs of heretical novelty, loathing 
the truth, and casting up again the heavenly 
manna of the Apostolic and Catholic doc- 
trine : the authority of his Apostohc office 
so puts itself forth as to decree very severely 
ia this sort. ' But although (quoth he) we 
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or an angel from Heaven evangelize unto 
you beside that which we have evangelized, 
be he Anathema®.' What meaneth this 
that he saith, * But although we V why did 
he not rather say, * But although I ?' that 
is to say, Although Peter, although Andrew, 
although John, yea finally although the 
whole company of the Apostles, evangeUze 
unto you otherwise than we have evan- 
gelized, be he accursed. A terrible censure, 
in that for maintaining the firm hold of the 
first faith he spared not himself, nor the 
rest his fellow Apostles. But this is a 
small matter: 'Although an angel from 
Heaven (quoth he) evangelize unto you, 
beside that which we have evangelized, be 
he Anathema,' he was not contented for 
keeping the faith once delivered to make 
mention of man's weak nature, unless also 
he included those excellent creatures the 

• Gal. I 8. 
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Angels. * Although we (quoth he) or an 
Angel from Heaven,' not that the holy 
Angels of Heaven can now sin, but this is 
the meaning of that he saith: Although 
(quoth he) that might be which cannot be, 
whosoever he be that goeth about to change 
the faith which was once delivered, be he 
accursed. But peradventure he uttered 
those words slightly, and cast them forth 
rather of human affection than decreed them 
by divine direction. God forbid: for it 
foUoweth, and that urged with great earnest- 
ness of repeated inculcation, 'As I have 
foretold you (quoth he), and now again I 
tell you. If any evangelize unto you beside 
that which you have received, be he 
Anathema.' He said not. If any man 
preach unto you beside that which you 
have received, let him be blessed, let him 
be commended, let him be received, but let 
him be Anathema^ that is, separated, thrust 
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out, excluded, lest the cruel infection of one 
sheep with his poisoned company corrupt 
the sound flock of Christ. 
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CHAP. IX. 



OBJECTIONS TO THE ANATHEMA ANSWERED. 

But peradventure this was given in 
commandment only to the Galatians : then 
Ukewise were these precepts commanded 
only to the Galatians, which follow in the 
same Epistle, to wit, * If we live in the 
Spirit, in the Spirit also let us walk, let us 
not be made desirous of vain-glory, pro- 
voking one another, envying one another V 
and such like ; which if it be absurd to say, 
and these were indifferently commanded to 
all, then certain it is, that as these precepts 

^ Gal. V. 25, 26. 
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touching manners, so do likewise those 
cautions concerning faith and doctrine, 
comprehend all. And therefore as it is not 
lawful for any to provoke one another, to 
envy one another, even so it is unlawful for 
any to receive any thing at variance with 
that, which the Catholic Church every 
where teacheth. Or haply then it was com- 
manded to anathematize him that preached 
any otherwise than before had been preached, 
and now it is not commanded; then was 
that likewise which is there said, ^ But, I 
say, walk in the Spirit, and you shall not 
fulfil the desires of the flesh,' then only 
commanded, but now is not ; but if it be 
impious and dangerous so to believe, then 
of necessity it foUoweth, that as these pre- 
cepts are to be kept of all ages, so likewise 
those which are set down against changing 
of fiiith are commanded to all ages : where- 
fore to preach unto Christian Catholic men 
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beside that which they have received never 
was lawful^ no where is lawful^ nor ever 
shall be lawful. And, on the contrary, to 
call those Anathema^ which teach otherwise 
than once hath been received, was never 
otherwise than needful, is every where 
needful, and ever shall be needful. Which 
being so, is there any man either so bold 
that dare teach that which in the Church 
hath not been taught, or of such levity that 
will receive aught beside that which he hath 
received of the Church? He crieth out, 
and again and again crieth out in his 
Epistles to all men, to all times, to all 
places, — that vessel of election, that master 
of the Gentiles, that trumpet of the 
Apostles, that herald of the earth, that 
seer of the things of Heaven, — that 
whosoever preacheth a new doctrine is to 
be accursed. And on the contrary part, 
certain frogs, corruptible gnats and flies, 
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such as the Pelagians be, reclaim, and that 
to Catholics; we being your authors, 
(quoth they,) we being your leaders, we 
being your interpreters, condemn that 
which before you did hold, hold that which 
before you condemned. Cast away your 
old faith, your forefethers' laws, your elders' 
trust committed to you, and receive, after 
all, what things ? I tremble to utter them, 
for so proud and presumptuous are they, 
that not only methinks could they not be 
maintained, but scarce even refuted without 
some pollution. 
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But some man will say, Why then doth 
God very often permit certain notable 
and excellent men in the Church to preach 
unto Catholics new doctrines ? A very good 
question, and sucli as deserveth a more 
diligent and ample discourse; unto which 
notwithstanding a sufficient answer shall be 
given, not out of mine own head, but by 
the authority of God's law, and the doctrine 
of a notable master in the Church : let us 
then hear holy Muses ; let him give us the 
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reason why learned men, and such as for 
their great gift of knowledge are called of 
the Apostle even prophets, be sometimes 
permitted to preach new doctrine, which 
the Old Testament often allegorically calleth 
strange gods, because their opinions are so 
observed and honoured of heretics, as their 
gods were of the Gentiles: thus then 
writeth blessed Moses in Deuteronomy ^. 'If 
there shall arise (quoth he) in the midst of 
thee a prophet, or one which saith he hath 
seen a dream,' that is, some master placed 
in the Church, whose disciples or followers 
suppose him to teach by some revelation 
from God; what then? *and shall foretel 
(quoth he) some sign or miracle, and that 
shall happen which he hath said:' some 
great master is here surely meant, and one 
of so deep knowledge, who may seem to his 
followers not only to know things human, 

9 Deut xiii 1. 
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but also to foresee things far above man's 
reach, as the scholars for the most part of 
Valentinus, Donatus, Photinus, Apollinaris, 
and such hke, do brag that their masters 
were. What followeth ? * And shall (quoth 
he) say unto thee. Let us go and follow 
strange gods, which thou knowest not, and 
let us serve them.' What is meant by 
' strange gods,' but foreign errors ; ^ which 
thou knewest not,' that is, new and never 
heard of before ; * and let us serve them,' 
that is, believe them, follow them. What 
finally? *Thou shalt not (quoth he) hear 
the words of that prophet or dreamer,' 
And why, I pray you, is not that forbidden 
by God to be taught, which is by God for- 
bidden to be heard ? * Because (quoth he) 
the Lord your God doth tempt you, that it 
may appear whether you love Him or no, in 
your whole heart, and in your whole souL' 
The reason then is made more clear than 
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<iay, why the providence of God doth some- 
time suffer certain teachers and masters of 
the Churches to preach certain new 
opinions, that ^ your Lord God (quoth he) 
may tempt you.' And surely a great 
temptation it is, when as he whom you 
think a prophet, a disciple of the prophets, 
whom you esteem a doctor and maintainer 
of the truth, whom you have highly rever- 
enced, and most entirely loved, when he 
suddenly and privily bringeth in pernicious 
errors, which neither you can quickly spy, 
led away with prejudice of your old teacher, 
nor can easily bring your mind to condenm, 
hindered with love to your old master. 
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Here some man haply doth earnestly 
desire to see that proved by some ecclesias- 
tical examples, which by the words of holy 
Moses hath already been avouched. The 
demand is just, and need not long be 
deterred. For to begin with those which 
are yet fresh in memory, and most 
generally known. What kind of tempta- 
tion must we think was that of late days, 
when that unhappy Nestorius, suddenly 
from a sheep transforrned into a wolf, began 
to devour the flock of Christ, while those 
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which were torn still for the most part 
took him for a sheep, and therefore were 
more exposed to his teeth. For who would 
have easily imagined him to have erred, 
whom he saw to have been chosen with 
such judgment of the Empire, followed with 
such esteem by the Clergy, who, honoured 
with great love of all holy men, and the 
highest favour of the people, daily and 
openly expounded the divine Scriptures, and 
also confuted every hurtful error of the Jews 
and heathens ; how could not this man by 
such means easily persuade any, that he 
taught aright, preached aright, believed 
aright, who to open the way for his own 
one heresy, attacked the blasphemies of 
all others? But this was that which Moses 
saith: *The Lord your God doth tempt 
you, if you love Him or no.' And to pass 
over Nestorius^ in whom was always more 
admiration than profit, more fame than expe- 
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rience, whom for some time human favour 
rather than divine had made great Let 
us rather speak of them which, endowed 
with many gifts, and men of great industry^ 
have been no small temptation to Catho- 
Ucs, as among the Pannonians, in our 
fathers' memory, Photinus is recorded to 
have tempted the Church of Sirmium, in 
which being preferred with the liking of all 
men unto the dignity of Priesthood, for 
some time he behaved himself as a CathoUc. 
But suddenly, like that naughty prophet or 
dreamer of whom Moses speaketh, he 
began to persuade the people of God com- 
mitted to his charge to follow strange gods, 
that is, strange errors, which before they 
were not acquainted with. But this is 
usual. That, on the other hand, was very 
pernicious, that he had so great helps and 
furtherance for the advancing of so great 
wickedness. For he was both armed with 
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strength of wit, and well fiirnished with the 
resources of learning, and very powerful in 
eloquence, as one who could in either 
language both dispute and write with 
fluency and weight, as appeareth by the 
books he has left behind, which he wrote, 
partly in Greek, and partly in the Latin 
tongue. But it was well, that Christ's 
sheep, committed to his charge, very vigilant 
and careful for the Catholic faith, did 
speedily remember the words of Moses' 
warning, and albeit they admired much 
the eloquence of theii^ prophet and pastor, 
yet were not ignorant of the temptation. 
And therefore, whom, they before followed 
as the chief leader of the flock, the same 
very man they from that time began to 
avoid as a ravening wolf. Neither do we 
learn only by Photimis, but also by the 
example of Apollinaris, the danger of this 
temptation of the Church, and are at the 
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same time admonished more diligently to 
keep guard over our faith. For this 
Apollinaris caused his auditors great 
trouble and much anguish of mind^ whilst 
the authority of the Church drew them one 
way, and the master to whom they were 
accustomed drew them another and con- 
trary way, so that, wavering and tottering 
betwixt both, they were omcertain whether 
part was best to be followed. But haply 
he was such a one as easily deserved to be 
contemned. Nay he was so famous and 
worthy a man, as in very many things to 
be only too readily believed. For who 
surpassed him in sharpness of wit? in 
exercise ? in learning ? How many heresies 
he in his many writings overthrew; how 
many errors against the faith he confuted ; 
that most notable and great work of no less 
than thirty books, in which with great 
weight of reason he confounded the frantic 
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calumnies of Porphyrius, doth testify. It 
were too long to rehearse all his works, for 
which indeed he might have been compared 
to the chief builders of God's Church, had 
he not in the profane licentiousness of 
heretical curiosity, invented I know not 
what new opinion, whereby he polluted all 
his former labours as by the infection of 
some leprosy, and caused his doctrine to 
be accounted not so much an edification 
as a trial of the Church. 
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CflAP. XII. 



F NESTOBltS, PHQIISUS, 



Here some man perhaps requireth of 
me that I expound the heresies of these 
men above named; that is Nestorias, 
Jpollinaris, and Photimu. This pertaineth 
not to the matter, whereof we now entreat, 
for it is not our purpose to dispute against 
each man's particular error, but only to 
bring a few examples whence that may 
be plainly and clearly proved which Moses 
saith, namely, that if at any time any 
Ecclesiastical doctor, yea and a very pro- 
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phet for the interpreting the mysteries of 
the Prophets, goeth about to bring in any 
new thing into the Church of God, His 
providence doth permit it for our trial. 
But because it will be profitable, I will by 
a little digression briefly set down what 
the forenamed heretics Photimis, ApoU 
linaris, and Nestorius taught. This then 
is the heresy of Photintbs: He aiflSrmeth, 
that God is singular and solitary, and to be 
acknowledged as by the Jews, denying the 
fulness of the Trinity, not believing that 
there is any person of the Word of God, or 
of the Holy Ghost ; he affirmeth also, that 
Christ was only a mere man. Who had his 
beginning of the Virgin Mary, teaching 
very earnestly that we ought to worship 
the Person of <3od the Father alone, and to 
honour Christ as man alone. This then 
was Photinus' opinion. Now Apollinaris 
vaunteth much, as though he believed 
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indeed the unity of Trinity, and yet not 
even this^ with full and sound faith, but yet 
in the matter of our Lord's Incarnation 
blasphemeth he openly and manifestly. 
For he saith, that our Saviour in His human 
body either had not man's soul at all, or at 
least such a one, as was neither endued 
with mind nor reason; furthermore he 
affirmeth, that Christ's body was not taken 
of the flesh of the holy Virgin Mary, but 
descended from Heaven into the womb of 
the Virgin, and that, holding doubtfully 
and inconstantly, some time that it was 
coeternal to God the Word, some time that 
it was made of the divinity of the Word ; 
for he would not admit two substances in 
Christ, the one divine, the other human ; 
the one of His Father, the other of His 
Mother ; but did think that the very nature 
of the Word was divided into two parts, as 

7 another reads * and this even.' 
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though the one remained in God, and the 
other was turned into flesh ; that whereas 
the truth saith that there is one Christ of 
two substances, he contrary to the truth 
affirmeth, thai of the one divinity of Christ 
were made two substances ; and thus much 
Apollinaris, But Nestoriusy sick of a con- 
trary disease, whilst he feigneth to be 
distinguishing two substances in Christ, 
suddenly bringeth in two persons, and with 
unheard of wickedness will needs have two 
sons of God, two Christs, one God and 
another man, one begotten of the Father, 
another begotten of His mother. And 
therefore he saith, that the holy Virgin 
Mary is not to be called the mother of 
God, but the mother of Christ, because 
that of her was born not that Christ which 
is God, but that which was man. But if 
any man think that in his books he saith 
there was one Christ, and that he preached 
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one Person of Christ, let him not rashly 
credit this. For that he did either of 
crafty policy, the rather to deceive, that by 
that which is good, he might the more 
easily persuade that which is evil, as the 
Apostle saith. ^ By that which is good he 
hath wrought me death*.' Wherefore 
either craftily, as I said, in certain places 
of his writings he vaunteth to believe one 
Person in Christ, or else he did hold that, 
at least after the Vir^n's deUvery, two 
persons in such sort met in one Christ, that 
yet in the time of the Virgin's conception 
or delivery, and for some time after, there 
were two Christs, and that Christ was 
born first like unto another man, and only 
was man, and not yet joined in unity of 
person with the word of God; and that 
afterward the Person of the Word 
descended upon Him assuming Him to 

> Rom. viL 13. 
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Himself; and although He being thus 
assumed now remain in the glory of God, 
yet there seemeth to have been for some 
time no difference betwixt Him and other 
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CHAP. XIII. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON THE 
HOLT TRINITT, AND ON THE INCARNATION, 
AGAINST NESTORIUS, APOLLINARIS, PHOTINU8. 

Thus then Nestoriits, ApolUnaris, Pho- 
tinus, like mad dogs^ barked against the 
Catholic faith: Photinus, not confessing 
the Trinity; Apollmaris, maintaining the 
nature of the Word convertible, and not 
confessing two substances in Christ; 
denying also either the whole soul of 
Christ, or at least in His soul denying mind 
and reason, asserting that the Word of God 
was instead of the intelligence of mind. 

Nestoriusy by defending that there were 
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either always, or at some time, two Christs. 
But the Catholic Church, believing aright 
both of God and of our Saviour, neither 
blasphemeth against the mystery of the 
Trinity, nor against the Incarnation of 
Christ; for it worshippeth one Divinity in 
the ftilness of the Trinity, and reverenceth 
the equality of the Trinity in one and the 
same Majesty ; confessing one Christ Jesus 
not two, and the self-same both God and 
Man ; believing in Him one Person, yet two 
substances; two substances, yet one person. 
Two substances, because the Word of God 
is not mutable that it can be turned into 
flesh ; one person, lest professing two Sons 
it may seem to worship a quaternity, not a 
Trinity. But it is worth the labour to 
declare this matter again and again more 
distinctly, more expressly. In God is one 
substance, yet three persons ; in Christ be 
two substances, but one person. In the 
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Trinity there is another and another person 
[alius atque alius], but not another and 
another thing [alivd atque aliud]: in our 
Saviour is not another and another person, 
but another and another thing. How is 
there in the Trinity another and another 
person, but not another and another thing ? 
Forsooth, because there is one Person of 
the Father, another of the Son, and another 
of the Holy Ghost: but yet not another 
and another nature, of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, but one 
and the self-same. How is there in our 
Saviour another and another thing, not 
another and another person ? Because there 
is one substance of the Divinity, and another 
substance of the humanity, but yet the Deity 
and the humanity is not one and another 
Person, but one and the self-same Christ, 
one and the same Son of God, and one and 
the self-same Person of the self-same Christ 
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and- Son of God. As in a man, the body 
is'^ne thing, and the soul is another thing, 
but yet the body and the soul are but one 
and the self-same man. In Peter and 
Paul the soul is one thing and the body is 
another thing, and yet the body and the 
soul are not two Peters, nor is the soul one 
Paul, and the body another Paul, but one 
and the self-same Peter, one and the self- 
same Paul, subsi3ting of a double and 
diverse nature of body and soul. So, 
therefore, in one and the. self-same Christ 
there are two substances, but one a divine 
substance, the other human; the one of 
God His Father, the other of the Virgin 
His Mother ; the one coeternal and equal 
to the Father, the other beginning in time 
and inferior to His Father ; the one con- 
substantial with His Father, the other con- 
substantial with His Mother, yet one and 
the same Christ in both substances. There- 
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fore there is not one Christ God, another 
Christ man; not one uncreated, another 
created; not one impassible, another 
passible; not one equal to the Father, 
another less than the Father; not one of 
the Father, another of the mother ; but one 
and the self-same Christ, God and Man, 
the same uncreated and created, the same 
incommutable and impassible. Who also was 
changed and suffered, the same both equal 
and inferior to the Father, the same begotten 
of His Father before all times, the same 
conceived of His mother in time, perfect 
God and perfect man. In Him as God is 
highest Divinity, in Him as man is perfect 
humanity ; perfect humanity, I say, because 
it hath both soul and body, yet a true body 
such as our body is, such as He received 
from His mother : and a soul endued with 
understanding, with powers of mind and 
reason. There is therefore in Christ, the 
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Word, the Soul, the Flesh, but yet all these 
together is one Christ, one Son of God, one 
only, our Saviour and Redeemer. One, I 
say, not by any, I know not what, corrup- 
tible confusion of the divinity and humanity 
together, but by a certain, perfect, and 
singular unity of person : for that conjunc- 
tion did not change or convert either into 
other, (which is the proper error of the 
Arians,) but did rather so unite both in one, 
that as the singularity of one and the same 
person remaineth always in Christ, so like- 
wise the properties of both natures do for 
ever continue, so that neither God ever 
beginneth to be body, nor doth that which 
was once body ever cease to be body: 
which thing is also more apparent by some 
human example: for not only in this world, 
but also in the next, every man shall con- 
sist of body and soul, and yet never shall 
either the body be changed into soul, or 

O 6 



o- 



-O 



64 



VINCENTIUS LIRINENSIS. 



the soul ever converted into body ; but as 
every man shall live for ever, so for ever of 
necessity in each man the difference of 
either substance shall continue. So like- 
wise in Christ, the distinctness of either 
substance shall continue for ever, the unity 
of person rem^ing. notwithstanding. 
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And when we oflen name this word 
Perion, and aay that God in His Person 
was made Man, we must take great and 
earnest heed that we seem not to say, that 
God the Word took upon Hira what is ours 
only in imitation of acting, and as in sha- 
dow rather, and not as very man, practised 
what He did of human conversation: as il 
used to be in theatres, where one man in a 
little time taketb upon him many persons, 
i>f which notwithstanding himself is none ; 
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for as often as men take up the imitation of 
the actions of others, they so perform their 
office or work, that yet they be not those 
men whonl they act. For neither a tragedy 
player, (to use profane examples, and such 
as the Manichees allege,) when he playeth 
the priest or king, is therefore a priest or 
king ; for so soon as the traegdy endeth, 
that person also which he played, forthwith 
ceaseth. Far from us be this horrible and 
wicked mockery. Let this madness be 
confined to the Manichees, which, preach- 
ing abroad a fantasy, affirm God the Son 
of God not to have been substantively the 
person of man, but to have assumed the 
same by feigned action and conversation. 
But the Catholic faith affirmeth, that the 
Word of God was so made man, that He 
took upon Him what is ours not deceitfully 
and in show, but truly and verily; and did 
such things as belong to man as His own, 
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and not as one that imitated other men's 
actions; and was verily that which He 
acted, and that which He acted was Him- 
self; as we ourselves also, in that we speak, 
understand, live, and subsist, do not coun- 
terfeit men, but are verily men. For 
neither Peter and John (to name them 
especiaDy) were men by imitation, but by 
subsistence; neither likewise did Paul 
counterfeit the Apostle, or feign himself 
Paul, but was an Apostle, and was Paul 
by subsistence. In like manner, God the 
Word, by assuming and having flesh, in 
speaking, doing, and suffering by the flesh, 
yet without any corruption of His nature, 
vouchsafed perfectly to perform this, to wit, 
not that He should imitate or counterfeit, 
but exhibit Himself a perfect man ; not that 
He should seem or be thought a very man, 
but should in verity so be and subsist. 
Therefore, as the soul joined to the flesh, 
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and yet not turned into the flesh, doth not 
imitate a man, but is a man, and a man not 
in show and appearance^ but in substance; 
so also God the Word, without any con- 
version of Himself, uniting Himself to man, 
was made man, not by confusion, not by 
mutation, but by subsisting. Let that 
exposition, therefore, of a person as feigned 
and counterfeit utterly be rejected, in which 
always one thing is in show, another in 
deed, in which he that acteth is never the 
same person whom he acteth; for be it 
far from us that we should believe that 
God the Word took upon Him the person 
of man after such a deceitful manner; but 
rather in this sort; that. His own 
substance remaining incommutable in 
itself, and yet taking upon Him the nature 
of perfect man. He was Himself flesh, was 
Himself a man, was Himself the person of a 
man; not deceitfully, but truly; not in 
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imitation, but in substance; not, finally, 
after that sort which with action should 
desist, but after that manner which per- 
fectly in substance should continue. 
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CHAP. XV. 

THAT CHBIST 18 YEBY 60D, AND YEBT MAN ; AKD 
THAT THE BLESSED YIBGIN MABT IS MOTUBB 
OF GOD. 

This unity, therefore, of person in 
Christ was not framed and finished after 
the Virgin's deUvery,but in her very womb. 
For we must diligently take heed that we 
confess Christ not only one, but also to 
have been always one; because it is an 
intolerable blasphemy to grant Him now to 
be one, and yet contend that once He was not 
one, but two, that is, one after the time of His 
baptism, but two at the time of His nativity ; 
which great sacrilege we cannot otherwise 
avoid, but by confessing that Man was united 
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to God, in unity of Person, not from the time 
of His ascension, not from the time of His 
resurrection, not from the time of His 
baptism, but already in His mother, already 
in the womb, already in His very immacu- 
late conception : by reason of which unity 
of Person, both those things which are 
proper to God are indifferently and promis- 
cually attributed to man, and those which 
are proper to flesh ascribed to God. 
Whence cometh that which is written by 
inspiration, that the Son of man descended 
from Heaven % and the Lord of Majesty 
was crucified upon earth *. Hence also it 
proceedeth, that, whereas our Lord's flesh 
was made, whereas our Lord's body was 
framed, it is said that the very Word of God 
was made, the very Wisdom of God was 
replenished with created knowledge, as, in 
the foresight of God, His hands and feet 

• JohniiL 13. b i Cor. ii 8. 
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are said to be digged ^ From this unity 
of person, I say, it proceedeth by reason of 
like mystery, that when the flesh of the 
Word was bom of His Virgin mother, we 
do most cathoUcly beUeve that God Himself 
the Word was born of the Virgin, and most 
impiously the contrary is maintained. 
Which being so, God forbid that any one 
should go about to deprive the holy Virgin 
Mary of the privileges of God's favour and 
her especial glory : for she is, by a certain 
singular gift of our Lord and Godiier Son, 
to be confessed most truly and most bless- 
edly to have been the mother of God, but 
yet not in such sort the mother of God as 
a certain impious heresy suspects, which 
affirms, that she is to be reputed in name 
only the mother of God, as she forsooth 
which brought forth that man which after- 
wards was made God, as we say the mother 

e Psalm xxiL 
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of a Priest or the mother of a Bishop^ not 
because she brought forth him that then 
was either Priest or Bishop, but that man 
which afterwards was made a Priest or 
Bishop : not in that manner, I say, is the 
holy Mary to be called the mother of God, 
but rather because, as hath been said, that 
most holy mystery was already finished in 
her sacred womb, wherein, by reason of a 
singular and one only unity of person, as 
the Word in flesh is flesh, so Man in God 
is God. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

THE OBTHODOX AND HERETICAL DOCTRINES ON 
THE HOIiT TRINITY, AND ON THE INCARNATION, 
CONTRASTED. 

But now what things have already been 
briefly said touching the foresaid heresies, 
or concerning the CathoUc Faith, let us in 
fewer words and yet more briefly for 
memory's sake repeat them over again, that 
thereby by repetition they may be more 
fully understood, and being impressed 
with greater certainty may be retained. 
Accursed therefore be PhotinuSy not 
admitting the fulness of the Trinity, and 
aflirming our Saviour Christ to have 
been only and merely man. Accursed be 
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Apollinaris, maintaining in Christ corrup- 
tion of changed Divinity, and bereaving 
him of the propriety of perfect humanity. 
Accursed be Nestoritis, denying God to 
have been born of a Virgin, teaching two 
Christs, abandoning the faith of the 
Trinity, and bringing in a quatemity. 
But blessed be the Church Catholic, 
which worshippeth one God in ftdness of 
Trinity, and likewise equality of Trinity in 
one Divinity, so that neither singularity of 
Substance confoundeth propriety of Per- 
sons, nor again distinction of Trinity sepa- 
rateth unity of Deity. Blessed, I say, be 
the Church, which believeth in Christ two 
true and perfect substances, but one only 
person of Christ, so that neither distinction of 
natures doth divide the unity of person, nor 
again unity of person doth confound the 
difference of substances. Blessed, I say, be 
the Church, which to the end she may confess 
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Christ always to be and to have been one, 
acknowledgeth man united to God, not after 
the birth, but even already in His mother's 
womb. Blessed, I say, be the Church, 
which understandeth God made man, not 
by any conversion of nature, but by way of 
Person, and that not a feigned or transitory 
Person, but substantial and permanent. 
Blessed, I say, be the Church, which teach- 
eth that this unity of Person hath so great 
force, that by reason thereof, by a mystery 
strange and ineffable, she ascribeth unto 
Man the proprieties of God, and to God 
the proprieties of Man. For by reason of 
this unity of Person she denieth not that 
Man, as He was God, descended from 
Heaven ; and believeth that God, as He was 
Man, was made upon earth, suffered and 
was crucified; by reason of this, finally, 
she confesseth both that Man was the Son 
of God, and God the Son of the Virgin. 
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Happy, therefore, and venerable, blessed 
and sacred, is that confession, and truly 
comparable to those supernal praises of the 
Angels, who do glorify one only Lord God 
with a three-fold ascribing of holiness. 
For this is even the principal reason why 
the Church teacheth the unity of Christ, 
lest she should exceed the mystery of the 
Trinity. And let this suffice by way of 
digression: hereafter, if it please God, I 
will entreat and declare these points more 
copiously. Now to return to our former 
purpose. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



We said then above, that in the Church 
of God, the error of the master was the 
temptation of the people; and the more 
learned he were that erred, so much the 
greater was the temptation. Which we 
shewed, first, by the authority of Scrip- 
ture, afterwards by examples Ecclesiastical; 
namely, by recounting those men, which 
for some time were reputed sound in faith, 
yet at last either fell into the train of some 
other, or else founded a new heresy of their 
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own : this surely is a great matter, profita- 
ble to be learned, and necessary to be 
remembered: which again and again we 
must make clear, and inculcate by great 
store of examples, that all true Catholics 
may know, that with the Church they 
ought to receive Doctors, and not with 
Doctors to forsake the faith of the Church. 
But I suppose that, although I could bring 
forth many to shew this kind of temp- 
tation, yet there is almost none which 
can be compared to the temptation of 
Origeuy in whom were very many gifts, 
so rare, so singular, so strange, that in the 
beginning any one would have thought 
that all his opinions might be taken on 
trust. For if life procureth authority, he 
was a man of great industry, of great 
chastity, patience, and labour: if family or 
learning, who more noble? being in the 
first place of that house which was 
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honourable for martyrdom, himself after- 
ward for Christ deprived not of his father 
only, but also spoiled of all his patrimony: 
and so much he profited in the straits of 
holy poverty, that, as it is reported, for the 
confession of Christ's name he often en- 
dured affliction. Neither had he only these 
gifts, all which afterward served for temp- 
tation, but also a force of wit, so profound, 
so quick, so elegant, that he &r excelled 
almost all other whatsoever. A man of 
such learning and universal erudition, that 
there were few things in divinity, in human 
philosophy perhaps almost none, which he 
had not perfectly attained: who having 
gotten all the Greek tongue could supply, 
laboured also with success about the 
Hebrew. And for his eloquence, why 
should I speak of it ? whose language was 
so pleasant, so soft, so sweet, that in my 
opinion not words but as it were honey 
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flowed from his mouth. What things were 
so hard to beUeve, which with force of 
argument he made not plain? what so 
difficult to bring to pass, which he made 
not to seem easy ? But perchance he main- 
tained his assertions by arguments only. 
Nay, without question there was never 
any Doctor which used more of Holy Scrip- 
ture. But yet haply he wrote not much. 
No man living more; yea, so much, that all 
his works seem to me not only more than 
can be read, but even more than can be 
found; who, not to lack any furtherance to 
learning, lived also until he was passing 
old. But yet perchance unfortunate in his 
scholars. What man ever more happy? 
For of his nursing grew up Doctors, Priests, 
Confessors, and Martyrs vnthout number. 
Farther, who is able to prosecute in words 
in what admiration he was with all men? in 
what glory? in what favour? Who that 
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was but somewhat zealous of religion, 
repaired not to him from the farthest parts 
of the world? What Christian did not 
venerate him almost as a prophet? What 
philosopher did not honour him as a 
master? And how greatly he was reverenced 
not only of private men, but also of the 
empire itself, histories do speak, which 
report that he was sent for of Alexander the 
Emperor's mother, to wit, for the merit of 
his heavenly wisdom, with the grace 
whereof he was full, as was she of love to 
the same. His Epistles also testify the same 
thing, which with the authority of a Chris- 
tian master he wrote unto Philip the 
Emperor, the first Christian amongst all 
the Roman princes. And if any man upon 
our report admitteth not the testimony of 
a Christian touching his wonderful know- 
ledge, at least let him receive an heathen 
confession in the testimony of philosophers. 
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For that impious Porphyry saith, that hiiA- 
self, being but yet, as it were, a boy, moved 
with his fame, travelled unto Alexandria, 
where he did see him, being then old, but 
yet such an one and so learned, as he that 
had builded him a fortress of universal 
knowledge. Time would sooner fail me, 
than I could touch, though briefly, upon 
those notable gifts which were in that man, 
all which notwithstanding pertained not 
only to the glory of religion, but also to 
the greatness of the temptation. For 
among how many is there one that would 
willingly have forsaken a man of such wit, 
of so deep learning, of so rare grace, and 
would not sooner have used that saying, 
that he had rather err with Oriyen, than 
believe aright with others? And why 
should I say more? the matter came to 
that issue, that, as the end shewed, not an 
usual and common, but a passing dangerous 
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temptation of so great a man^ so great a 
Doctor, so great a Prophet, carried away 
very many from soundness of faith : where- 
fore this OrigeUy so rare and singular 
a man, too presumptuously abusing the 
grace of God, indulging too much his own 
wit, trusting himself as sufficient, little 
esteeming the old simplicity of the Chris- 
tian religion, presuming to be wiser than all 
other, contemning the traditions of the 
Church, and the old fathers' teaching, 
expounding certain chapters of the Scrip- 
tures after a new fashion, deserved that unto 
the Chiwch of God it should be said also of 
him, '* If there arise up in the midst of thee 
a prophet;" and a little after, "Thou shalt 
not hear (quoth he) the words of that 
prophet ;" and again, " because (quoth he) 
the Lord your God doth tempt you, 
whether you love Him or no." And 
surely it is not only a temptation, but also 
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a great temptation when a man seduceth 
secretly and by little and little the Church 
depending upon him (admiring his wit, know- 
ledge, eloquence, conversation, and grace, 
nothing suspecting him, nothing fearing him) 
unawares from the old religion to new pro- 
faneness. But some will say that OrigerCs 
books be corrupted : I will not gainsay it, 
but rather wish it may be so: for that hath 
been both said and written by some, not 
only Catholics, but also heretics. But this 
is now the point we are to consider, that 
although not he, yet the books passing 
abroad under his name, are a great tempta- 
tion, which, full of many hurtful blasphe- 
mies, are read and loved, not as the books of 
others, but as his ; so that although Origen 
gave no cause of originating erroneous doc- 
trine, yet his authority should seem to have 
been the occasion why the error hath been 
received. 
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The case alao of TertuUian is the very 
same with the former: for as Origan is to 
be thought the beat among the Greek 
Doctors, 30 TertulUan among the Latins 
without controversy is the chief of all our 
wi-itera. For who was more learned than 
he? Who in divinity or humanity more 
practised? for by a certain wonderful capa- 
city of mind, he attained to, and understood, 
all philosophy, all the sects of philosophers, 
all their founders and supporters, all their 
systems, all sorts of histories and studies. 
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And for his wit, was he not so excellent, 
so grave, so forcible, that he scarce ever 
undertook the overthrow of any position, but 
either by quickness of wit he undermined 
or by weight of reason he crushed it? 
Farther, who is able to express the praises 
which his style of speech deserves, which 
is fraught (I know not how) with that 
cogency of reason, that such as it cannot 
persuade it compels to assent: whose so 
many words almost are so many sentences ; 
whose so many senses, so many victories. 
This know Marcion and j4pelles, Praxeas 
and HermogeneSy Jews, Gentiles, Gnostics, 
and divers others: whose blasphemous 
opinions he hath overthrown with his 
many and great volumes, as it had been 
with thunderbolts. And yet this man, after 
all these things, this TertuUian^ I say, not 
holding the Catholic doctrine, that is, the 
universal and old faith, being far more 

O Q 



c ■ o 

88 yiJ^CENTIUS LIRINENSIS. 

eloquent than faithful, changing afterwards 
his mind, at last did that which the blessed 
Confessor Hilary in a certain place writeth 
of him ; " He discredited (quoth he) with 
his later error his worthy writings:" and 
he also was a great temptation in the 
Church. But hereof I would not say 
more: only this I will add, that by his 
defending, against the precept of Moses, for 
true prophecies the new madness of Mon- 
tanus springing up in the Church, and 
those insane dreams about new doctrine of 
frantic women, he deserved that it should 
be said of him also, and his writings, " If a 
prophet shall rise up in the midst of thee," 
and straight after, " thou shalt not hear 
the words of that prophet." Why so? 
" Because (quoth he) your Lord God doth 
tempt you, whether you love Him or no." 
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OF OUR DUTT TN SUCH CASES. 
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We ought therefore evidently to note by 
these, so many, so great, and divers other 
such weighty examples in the Church, and 
according to the laws of Deuteronomy most 
clearly to understand, that if at any time 
any Ecclesiastical teacher strayeth from the 
faith, God's providence doth suffer that for 
our trial, whether we love Him or no in our 
whole heart, and in our whole soul. 
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CHAP. XX. 

THE CHARACTER OF THE TRUE CATHOLIC. THE 
CHARACTER AND STATE OF INNOVATORS* 

Which being so, he is a true and 
genuine Catholic that loveth the truth of 
God, the Church, the body of Christ ; that 
preferreth nothing before the religion of 
God; nothing before the Catholic Faith; 
not any man's authority, not love, not wit, 
not eloquence, not philosophy; but con- 
temning all these things, and in faith abiding 
fixed and stable, whatsoever he knoweth 
the CathoHc Church universally in old time 
to have holden, that only he purposeth with 
himself to hold and believe: but whatsoever 
doctrine, new and not before heard of, such 
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an one shall perceive to be afterward brought 
in of some one man, beside all or contrary 
to all the Saints, let him know that doctrine 
doth not pertain to religion, but rather to 
temptation, especially being instructed with 
the sayings of the blessed Apostle St. Paul, 
For this is that which he writeth in his 
first Epistle to the Corinthians; "There 
must (quoth he) be heresies also, that they 
which are approved may be made manifest 
among you." As though he should say; 
This is the cause why the authors of here- 
sies are not straight rooted out by God, 
that the approved may be made manifest, 
that is, that of every one it may appear 
how steadfastly, faithfully, and constantly, 
he loveth the Catholic Faith. And certain 
it is, that upon the springing up of any 
novelty, straightway is discerned both the 
weight of the corn and the lightness of the 
chaff; then is that easily blown out of the 
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floor which before lightly remained in the 
floor ; for some by and by fly away, others 
only shaken, are both afraid to perish, 
and ashamed to return, remaining wounded, 
half dead, half alive, like unto those which 
have drunk so much poison, as neither 
killeth, nor well digesteth, neither bringeth 
death, nor yet permitteth to live. O mise- 
rable state! with what seas of cares, with 
what storms, are they tossed! for now at one 
time, as the wind driveth them, they are 
carried away headlong in error ; at another 
time, coming again to themselves, they 
are beaten back like contrary waves; 
sometime with rash presumption they allow 
such things as seem uncertain, at another 
time of pusillanimity they are in fear even 
about those things which are certain; 
doubtful which way to take, which way to 
return, what to desire, what to avoid, what 
to hold, what to let go ; which misery and 
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affliction of a wavering and unsettled heart, 
were they wise, is as a medicine of God's 
mercy towards them. For this is the rea- 
son why, when out of the safe port of the 
Catholic Faith, they are shaken, tossed, 
and almost killed with storms and 
troubles, that they should take down the 
now shivered sails of their proud mind, 
which they vainly hoisted up to the winds 
of novelties, and so retire and keep them- 
selves within the most sure port of their 
calm and good Mother^ and first cast up 
those bitter and turbulent waters of errors, 
that afterwards they may drink of the flow- 
ing rivers of lively and pure water. Let 
them learn well to forget that, which well 
they never learned; and so much of all 
that the Church teacheth as by reason is 
to be attained to, let them endeavour to 
understand; and that which surpasseth 
reason, let them believe. 

Q O 
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CHAP. XXI. 

ST. PAULAS EXHORTATION TO TIMOTHY CONCERMIKO 
THAT WHICH WAS COMMITTED TO HIM (dEPO- 
8ITUM.) 

Which being so, oftentimes calling to 
mind and remembering the self-same thing, 
I cannot sufficiently marvel at the great 
madness of some men, at so great impiety 
of their blinded hearts, lastly, at so great a 
licentious desire of error, that they be not 
content with the rule of faith once delivered 
us, and received from of old, but do every 
day search and seek for one new doctrine 
after another, ever desirous to add to, to 
change, or to take away something from, 
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religion; as though that were not the doc- 
trine of God, which it is enough to have 
once revealed, but rather man's institution, 
which cannot but by continual amendment, 
or rather correction, be perfected. 

Whereas the Divine Scriptures cry out, 
" Do not transfer the bounds which thy 
fathers have set down^:" and "Do not 
judge over thy judge® ;" and, " The serpent 
will bite him that cutteth the hedge^;'* and 
that saying of the Apostle, by which, as by 
a spiritual sword, all wicked novelties of all 
heretics have often been cut down, and 
shall ever be cut down^. "O Timothy, 
keep the depositum, avoiding the profane 
novelties of voices, and oppositions of 
falsely-called knowledge, which certain 
promising have erred about the faith.*' 
And yet for all this, some there be of so 

«l Prov. xxii. 28. • Eccles. viii. 14. 

' Eccles. X. 8. g 1 Tiin, vi 20. 
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shameless and hardened forehead, of so 
unimpressible impudence, of so adamantine 
obstinacy, as not to yield to such force of 
Divine Scripture, not to be moved with such 
weight of reason, nor yet shaken with so 
great blows ; finally, as not to be beaten in 
pieces by such lightning from Heaven: 
" Avoid (saith he) the profane novelties of 
voices." He saith not, Avoid antiquities ; 
he saith not, Avoid ancientness ; nay rather 
sheweth what contrariwise he should follow. 
For if novelty is to be avoided, antiquity is 
to be retained; if novelty be profane, 
antiquity is sacred. " And oppositions 
(quoth he) of falsely-called knowledge*" 
Verily the name of knowledge in the 
schools of the heretics is false, where igno- 
rance is called knowledge, mist reputed 
clearness, and darkness disguised by the 
name of light. " Which certain (quoth he) 
promising have erred about the faith.** 
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What promised they when they erred 
about the Faith ? What else, but I know 
not what new and unknown doctrine ? For 
you may hear some of them say, " Come, 
O ye unwise and silly souls, which 
commonly are called Catholics, and learn 
the true Faith, which none understandeth 
beside us, which hath been hidden many 
hundreds of years past, but of late hath 
been revealed and laid open ; but learn it 
privily, learn it secretly, for it will delight 
you." And again, *^ When you have learned 
it, teach it secretly, that the world may not 
understand it, that the Church may not 
know it, for it is granted to few to under- 
stand the secret of so great a mystery." 
Are not these, think you, the words of that 
harlot, which in the Proverbs of Solomon 
calleth unto her the passengers that pass 
on their way. " Who is (quoth she) most 
fooHsh among you, let him turn unto 
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me^." And such as be of small judgment she 
exhorteth, saying, " Touch willingly secret 
bread, and drink sweet water privily." 
What followeth? " But he knoweth not 
(quoth he) how in her company earthly men 
do perish." Who be these earthly men ? 
Let the Apostle declare: "Those (quoth 
he) which have erred about the Faith." 

*» Prov. ix. 15. 
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CHAP. XXII. 



But it is worth the labour more dili- 
gently to examine the Apostle's whole 
chapter. " O Timothy, (quoth he,) keep 
the deposilum, avoiding profane novelties 
of voices." This exclamation O, both 
sheweth foresight, and also argueth charity; 
for he foresaw certain errors, which before- 
hand he also was sorry for. Who at this 
day is Timothy? but either generally the 
whole Church, or especially the whole body 
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of Prelates, who ought either themselves to 
have a sound knowledge of (Hvine religion, 
or who ought to infuse it into others. 
What is meant by keep the depositum? 
Keep it (quoth he) for fear of thieves, for 
danger of enemies, lest when men be asleep, 
they oversow cockle among that good seed 
of wheat, which the Son of man hath sowed 
in His field. " Keep (quoth he) the depo- 
situmr What is meant by this depositum'^ 
that is, that which is committed to thee, 
not that which is invented of thee; that 
which thou hast received, not that which 
thou hast devised; a thing not of wit, but of 
learning ; not of private assumption, but of 
public tradition: a thing brought to thee, not 
brought forth of thee ; wherein thou must not 
be an author, but a keeper; not a founder, 
but an observer ; no t a leader, but a follower." 
Keep the depositum^ (quoth he.) Preserve 
the talent of the Catholic Faith safe and 
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undiminished; that which is committed to 
thee, let that remain with thee, and that 
dehver. Thou hast received gold, render 
then gold ; I will not have one thing for 
another; I will not have thee for gold 
render either impudently lead, or craftily 
brass: I will not the show, but the very 
nature of gold itself. O Timothy, O Priest, 
O Teacher, O Doctor, if God's gift hath 
made thee meet and sufficient for thy wit, 
exercise, and learning, be the Beseleel of 
the spiritual tabernacle, engrave the pre- 
cious stones of God's doctrine, faithfully 
set them, wisely adorn them, give them 
brightness, give them grace, give them 
beauty. That which men before believed 
obscurely, let them by thy exposition 
understand more clearly. Let posterity 
rejoice for coming to the understanding of 
that by thy means, which antiquity without 
that understanding had in veneration. Yet 
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for all this, in sucli sort deliver the same 
things which thou hast learned, that ^albeit 
thou teachest after a new manner yet thou 
never teach new things. 





CHAP. XXIII. 



But peradventure some will say. Shall 
we then have no advancement of reh^on 
in the Church of Christ ? Surely let us have 
the greatest that may be. For who is 
either so envious of men, or hateful of God, 
which would labour to hinder that ? But yet 
in such sort that it may be truly an increase 
in faith, and not a change ; since this is the 
nature of an increase, that in themselves 
severally things grow greater ; but of a 
' change, that something be turned, from one 
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thing which it was, to another which it was 
not. Fitting it is, therefore, that the 
understanding, knowledge, and wisdom, as 
well of every man in particular, as of all in 
common ; as well of one alone, as of the 
whole Church in general; should by the 
advance of ages abundantly increase and go 
forward, but yet for all that, only in its own 
kind and nature; that is, in the same 
doctrine, in the same sense, in the same 
judgment. In this case, let the religion of 
our souls imitate the nature of our bodies, 
which although with process of time they 
develope and unfold their proportions, yet 
they remain the same that they were. 
There is great difference betwixt the flower 
of youth, and the ripeness of age, yet the 
self-same men become old which before 
were young; so that although the state 
and condition of one and the self-same man 
be altered, yet one and the self-same nature, 
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one and the self-same person, doth still 
remain. The limbs of infants be small, of 
young men great, yet not divers, but the 
same. So many joints as young children 
have, so many have they when they be 
men ; and if any parts there be, which with 
increase of more mature years spring forth, 
those before were in man virtually planted 
in manner as the seed, so that no new 
thing do come forth in old men, which 
before had not lain hid in them being 
children. Wherefore there can be no doubt, 
but that this is the due and right rule of 
growing, the fixed and goodliest order of 
increasing, if the increase of age complete 
ever those members, those parts and joints, 
which the wisdom of our Creator before 
framed when we were yet but little ones. 
But if a human form be afterward changed 
into some other likeness not of its own 
kind, or at least if any thing be added to 

O Q 



o o 

106 YINCENTIUS LIRINENSIS 

the number of its members or taken from 
it, then of necessity the whole body must 
either perish, or become monstrous, or 
at least be weakened. In like manner. 
Christian doctrine must follow these laws 
of increasing, to wit, that with years it wax 
more sound, with time it become more 
ample, with continuance it be more exalted, 
yet remain incorrupt and entire, and con- 
tinue full and perfect in the proportions of 
each of its parts, and, as it were, with aU 
its members and proper senses. And that 
it admit no further change, sustain no loss 
of its propriety, no variety in definition. 
For example sake ; our forefathers in old 
time in this field of the Church, sowed the 
wheaten seed of true faith ; it were now very 
injurious and inconsistent, that we their 
posterity, instead of the perfect and true 
grain, should reap the spurious error of 
cockle : and contrariwise, it is reason and 
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very consistent that, the beginning and 
ending not disagreeing with each other, we 
should of the increase of wheaten teaching 
reap the fruit of wheaten doctrine ; so that 
when, with tract of time, any of those first 
seeds begin to bud and come forth, and 
now flourish and receive culture, yet there 
be no change of the propriety of the germ ; 
and albeit fashion, shape, and distinction 
be added, yet the nature of each kind 
remain the same. For God forbid that 
those rosy plants of Catholic doctrine 
should be changed into thistles and thorns ; 
God forbid, I say, that in the very spiritual 
paradise, of the slips of cinnamon and 
balsam should suddenly grow up darnel 
and aconite. Therefore whatever hath by 
our fathers' faith been sown in this 
Church, the field of God's husbandry, 
reason it is, that the same be cultivated 
and [maintained by the industry of the 
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children, that this same flourish and wax 
ripe, that this same grow and come to per- 
fection; lawful indeed it is, that those 
ancient articles of heavenly philosophy be, 
in process of titae, trimmed, smoothed, and 
polished; but unlawful that they be 
changed, unlawful that they be mangled 
and maimed. And albeit they receive 
perspicuity, light, and distinction, yet of 
necessity must they retain their fulness, 
soundness, and propriety. For if once this 
licentiousness of wicked fraud be admitted, 
I tremble to speak what danger is like to 
ensue of extirpating and abolishing religion ; 
for if we give up any part of the Catholic 
Faith, straightway other parts, and after 
that other, and again other, and that now 
as it were of custom, and by a kind of law, 
shall be given up. And further what 
followeth, when the parts, by little and 
little, have been set aside, but that in 
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conclusion the whole in like manner must 
be set aside? And, contrariwise, if new 
things and old, foreign and domestic, pro- 
fane and sacred, begin once to be con- 
founded together, then must needs this 
custom genorally creep on, that nothing 
hereafter remain in the Church untouched, 
nothing without corruption, nothing sound, 
nothing pure; and so where before was 
the sanctuary of chaste and immaculate 
truth, there shall be a very brothel-house 
of wicked and filthy errors. But God of 
His goodness deliver His servants from 
such minds, and let such madness be rather 
for the impious ! 

For the Church of Christ, a careful and 
diligent keeper of doctrines committed to 
her charge, never changeth any thing in 
them, diminisheth nothing, addeth nothing; 
what is necessary she taketh not away, 
what is superfluous she putteth not on; 
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what is her own she loseth not, what is 
not her own she usurpeth not; but with 
all industry laboureth only about this one 
thing, that is, that by faithful and prudent 
handling of what is old, if aught have 
been in times past well entered upon and 
begun, she may perfect and polish it; if 
aught well set forth and declared, that she 
may ratify and confirm it ; if aught con- 
firmed and defined, that she may retain it. 
To conclude; what hath she else at any 
time endeavoured by the decrees of Coun- 
cils, but that what before was simply 
credited, the same afterward should be 
more diligently believed ; that what before 
was taught vnth less pains, the same afler- 
ward should be preached more instantly ; 
that what before was more securely rever- 
enced, the same afterward should more 
carefully be cherished? This, I say, 
always, and nothing else, hath the Church, 
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provoked with the novelties of heretics, 
effected by the decrees of her Councils, 
to wit, only to confirm that to posterity by 
writing, which before by tradition alone she 
had received of her forefeithers, compre- 
hending a great sum of things in few 
words, and oftentimes, for more easy 
understanding, marking an old article of 
Faith by a new and appropriate name. 
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FCBTHBB COMSlDGKATlOn OP ST. I 



ABIUS, eABELLIUB, 



But to return to the Apostle. " 
Timothy, (quolh he,} keep the depositum, 
avoid profane novelties of voices." Avoid 
(quoth he) as a viper, as a scorpion, as a 
basilisk, lest they infect thee not only by 
touching, but also with their very eyes and 
breath. What is meant by avoiif'.' that is, 
not so much as to eat with any such. What 
importeth this avoid, "if any man (quoth 
he) come unto you, and bring not this 
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doctrine," what doctrine but the CathoHc 
and universal, and that which, with incor- 
rupt tradition of the truth, hath continued 
one and the self-same, through all succes- 
sions of times, and that which shall con- 
tinue for ever and without end? What 
then ? ** Receive him not (quoth he) into 
the house, nor say God speed ; for he that 
saith imto him God speed, communi- 
cateth with his wicked works ^." "Profane 
novelties of voices," (quoth he ;) what is 
profane f Those which have no holiness in 
them, nought of religion, wholly external 
to the sanctuary of the Church, which is 
the Temple of God. "Profane novelties 
of voices," (quoth he,) of voices, that is, 
novelties of doctrines, novelties of things, 
novelties of opinions, contrary to old usage, 
contrary to antiquity, which if we receive, 
of necessity the feith of our blessed ances- 

k 2 John 10. 
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tors, either all, or a great part of it, must 
be overthrown; the faithful people of 
all ages and times, all holy saints, all 
the chaste, all the continent, all the virgins, 
all the Clergy, the Deacons^, the Priests, 
so many thousands of confessors, so great 
armies of martyrs, so many famous and 
populous cities and commonwealths, so 
many islands, provinces, kings, tribes, 
kingdoms, nations; to conclude, almost 
now the whole world, incorporated by the 
Catholic Faith to Christ their head, must 
needs be said, so many hundreds of years, 
to have been ignorant, to have erred, to 
have blasphemed, to have believed they 
knew not what. " Avoid (quoth he) pro- 
fane novelties of voices," to receive and to 
follow which was never the custom of 
Catholics, but always of heretics,. And, to 
say truth, what heresy hath ever burst 
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forth, but under the name of some certain 
man, in some certain place, and at some 
certain time ? Who ever set up any heresy, 
who first divided not himself from the con- 
sent of the universality and antiquity of the 
Catholic Church? virhich. to be true, 
examples do plainly proves For virho ever 
before that profane Pelagiiis presumed so 
much of the power of man's free will, that he 
thought not the grace of God necessary to 
aid it in every particular good act? Wha 
ever before his monstrous disciple Celestius^ 
denied alt mankind to be bound with the 
guilt of Adams transgression ? Who ever 
before sacrilegious Arius durst rend in 
pieces the Unity of Trinity? Who ever 
before wicked Sabellius durst confound the 
Trinity of Unity? Who ever before cruel 
Novatian affirmed God to be merciless, ia 
that he had rather the death of a sinner 
than he should return and live? Who 
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ever before Simon Magics (stricken by 
Apostolical censure^ from whom that old 
sink of all filthiness came, by continual and 
secret succession, unto this last Priscilliari) 
durst ever affirm that God our Creator was 
the Author of evil, that is, of our wicked- 
ness, impieties, and crimes; because God 
(as he said) so with his own hands made 
man's very nature, that by a certain proper 
motion and impulse of an enforced will, it 
can do nothing else, desire nothing else, 
but to sin, because, being provoked and 
inflamed with the furious rage of all vices, 
it is with an insatiable desire carried away 
headlong into the pit and sink of all filthi- 
ness ? Such examples are infinite, which for 
brevity sake I omit, by all which notwith- 
standing it appeareth plainly and clearly 
enough, that it is, as it were, a custom and 
law in all heresies, ever to take great 
pleasure in profane novelties, to loath the 
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decrees of our forefathers, and to make 
hipwreck of ftuth, by oppositions of falsely- 
called knowledge ; contrariwise that this is 
usually proper to all Catholics, to keep 
those things which the holy Fathers have 
left, and committed to their charge, to con- 
demn profane novelties, and, as the Apostle 
hath said, and again forewarned, "if any 
man shall preach otherwise than thatwhich 
is received," to anathematize him. 
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CHAP. XXV. 



OF THE SUBTLE CRAFT OF HERETICS IN THE DSE 
OF HOLT SCRIPTURE. 

Here haply «orae man may demand, 
whether heretics also do use the testimony 
of Holy Scripture ? Assuredly they do, and 
that very earnestly ; for a man may behold 
them, ranging in every part of the sacred 
volume, in Moses, in the Kings, in the 
Psalms, in the Apostles, in the Gospels, in 
the Prophets ; for, whether amongst their 
o^Ti brethren, or with strangers, whether 
in private, or in public, whether in talking, 
or in writing, whether in convivial meetings, 
or abroad in the streets, they almost never 
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allege any thing of their own, which they 
do not pretend to shadow by words of 
sacred Scripture. Read the tracts otPaul 
of Samosata, of PriscilUan^ JSunomius, 
Joviniauy and the rest of such like pests, 
and you shall find through all their works 
a huge heap of examples, scarce a page 
omitted w^hich is not disguised and 
coloured with the sayings of the New or 
the Old Testament. But the more closely 
they lurk under the shadows of God's law, 
the more are they to be feared, guarded 
against, and dreaded; for they know full 
well that their foul scents be very little 
likely to please any, if they be breathed 
barely and without mixture : and therefore 
they do sprinkle them, as it were, with the 
perfume of God's word, that so he, which 
would have readily contemned man's 
erroneous invention, may not dare so 
readily to reject the divine oracles ; wherein 
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they are like to those, which, minding to 
minister bitter potions to yomig children, 
do first anoint the brims of the cup with 
honey, that thereby unwary youth, first 
tasting the sweetness, may nothing fear the 
bitter confection. This device also practise 
they, which upon noxious herbs and juices 
write the names of good and wholesome 
medicines, whereby scarce any man, readbig 
the name of a medicine written on it, sus- 
pecteth the lurking poison. Hence too 
our Saviour cried, "Take ye heed of 
false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening 
wolves™." What is meant else by sheep's 
clothing, but the sayings of the Prophets 
and Apostles, which they, with sheep-like 
sincerity, did weave, like certain fleeces, 
for that immaculate Lamb, ^^ which taketh 
away the sin of the world ?" And who are 

m Matt vii 15. 
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ravening wolves^ but the cruel and de- 
structive opinions of heretics, which always 
trouble the sheepfolds of the Church, and, 
by all means possible, tear in pieces the 
flock of Christ? But to the end they may 
more craftily creep in upon the sheep of 
Christ who mistrust nothing, retaining the 
ferocity of wolves, they put oflF their wolfish 
weed, and shroud themselves with the 
words of Scripture, as it were with certain 
fleeces, whereby it happeneth, that when 
the silly sheep feel the soft wool, they little 
fear their sharp teeth. But what saith our 
Saviour? "By their firuits ye shall know 
them." That is, when they begin not only 
now to utter those words, but to expound 
them, not only to cast them forth, but also 
to interpret them; then will that bitterness, 
then will that sharpness, then will that 
madness be perceived, then will that new 
poison be scented, then will profane 
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novelties be displayed, then first may you 
see the hedge cut in two, the old Fathers' 
bounds removed, the Catholic Faith muti- 
lated, and the Church's doctrine torn in 
pieces. Such were they whom the Apostle 
smiteth in the second Epistle to the 
Corinthians °, "For such fiilse apostles 
(quoth he) are crafty workers, transfiguring 
themselves into the apostles of Christ" 
What is transfiguring themselves into the 
apostles of Christ? The Apostles alleged 
examples out of the divine Law, and they 
likewise alleged them : the Apostles cited 
authorities out of the Psalms, and they 
likewise cited them: the Apostles cited 
sayings of the Prophets, and they in like 
manner cited them. But when that Scrip- 
ture which was alike cited, was not alike 
expounded, then were discerned the simple 
from the crafty, the sincere firom the 

" Chap. XL 13. 
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counterfeit, the right from the perverse; 
then, finally, the true Apostles from the 
false apostles. " And no marvel" (saith 
St. Paul,) " for Satan himself transfigureth 
himself into an angel of light; it is no great 
matter therefore if his ministers be trans- 
figured as the ministers of righteousness." 
Wherefore, according to St. Paul's teaching, 
whensoever either false apostles, or false 
prophets, or false doctors, do bring forth 
jthe words of holy Scripture, by which they 
would, according to their corrupt inter- 
pretation, confirm their errors, there is no 
doubt but that they follow the crafty sleight 
of their master; which surely he would 
never have invented, but that he knoweth 
very well, that there is no readier way to 
deceive, than, where the fraudulent bringing 
in of wicked error is intended, that there 
the authority of the word of God should be 
pretended. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

HBSETIC8 HSSEIN FOLLOW THB EXAHPLB OF 

THE DEVIL. 

But some will say; How prove you that 
the Devil useth to allege examples out of 
the divine Law? Such as doubt thereof, 
let them read the Gospel, where it is 
written, *'Then the Devil took Him up 
(that is, our Lord and Saviour) and set Him 
upon the pinnacle of the temple, and said 
unto Him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 
Thyself down ; for it is written, that He will 
give His angels charge of Thee, that they 
may keep Thee in all Thy ways ; in their 
hands shall they hold Thee up, lest perhaps 
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Thou Strike Thy foot against a stone °**' 
How will he, think you, handle poor weak 
men, which so assailed the Lord of majesty 
with authorities out of the Scriptures ? ** If 
Thou be (quoth he) the Son of God, cast 
Thyself down." Why so ? « For it is 
written," (quoth he). We are diligently 
to weigh the doctrine of this place, and to 
keep it in mind, that, by so notable an 
example of Gospel authority, we may in no 
wise doubt, when we see any allege some 
place of the Apostles, or Prophets, against 
the CathoUc Faith, but that by their mouth 
the Devil himself doth speak. For, as, at 
that time, the head spake unto the Head, so 
now the members do speak unto the 
members; that is> the members of the 
Devil unto the members of Christ, the 
faithless unto the faithful, the sacrilegious 
unto the religious, to conclude, heretics to 

** Matt it. 5, 6. 
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Catholics. But what, finally, saith he? 
'' If Thou be the Son of God, (quoth he,) 
cast Thyself down." That is to say ; Thou 
desirest to be the Son of God, and to enjoy 
the inheritance of the kingdom of Heaven, 
*' cast Thyself down/' that is, cast Thyself 
down from this doctrine and tradition of 
this high and lofty Church, which is 
reputed to be the temple of God. And if 
any demand of any of these heretics, per- 
suading them such things; How do you 
prove and convince me that I ought to 
forsake the universal and ancient &ith of 
the Catholic Church? straightway he 
replies, " For it is written:" and forthwith 
he will allege you a thousand testimonies, 
a thousand exan^les, a thousand authorities, 
out of the Law, out of the Psalms, out of 
the Apostles, out of the Prophets; by 
which, expounded after a new and evil 
fashion, he would cast headlong the un- 
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happy soul from the tower of the Catholic 
Church, into the gulf of heresy. Now with 
these promises which follow, heretics do 
wonderfully deceive simple men. For they 
dare promise, and teach, that in their 
Church, that is in the conventicle of their 
Communion, is to be found a great and 
special, yea, and a certain personal grace of 
God : so that whosoever be of their number, 
they all straightway, without any labour, 
without any study, without any industry, 
yea, although they never seek nor crave, 
nor knock, have such special dispensations 
of God, that, carried up with the hands of 
Angels, that is, preserved by angelical pro- 
tection, they can never hurt their foot 
against a stone, that is, never be made to 
offend.. 
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W£AT CATHOUce ASB TO DO UT SDCH CAHBS. 

BvT some man will say; If the Devil and 
his disciples, whereof some befalse apostles, 
false prophets, and fklse teachers, and the 
whole heretjce, do use the divine sayings, 
dedaradons, and promises; what shall 
Catholic men do, and the children of our 
Mother the Church? How shall theyin the 
Holy Scriptures discern truth from false- 
hood? On this very point they must have 
great care (as, in the beginning of this 
very Commonitory, I said, holy and learned 
men had delivered to me) that they inter- 
pret the divine Canon according to the 
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tradition of the Universal Church, and 
according to the rules of the Catholic 
doctrine: within which very Catholic and 
Apostolic Church they must likewise of 
necessity follow universality, antiquity and 
consent. And if at any time a part rebel 
against the whole, novelty against anti- 
quity, the dissension of one or a few (seduced 
with error) against the consent of all, or 
the far greater part of Catholics; in that 
case let them prefer the integrity of univer- 
sality before the corruption of a part; and 
in this universality too, let them prefer the 
religion of antiquity before profane novelty: 
and again in antiquity, let them prefer, 
before the temerity of one or a few, first, 
the decrees of a general Council, if any be; 
or if no such thing be found, let them fol- 
low that, which is next to these ; that is, 
the judgments of many and great Doctors 
agreeing together : all which faithfully 
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soberly, diligently, observed, by God's 
grace, we shall without any great difficulty 
detect all the mischievous errors of new 
upstart heretics. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

WHEN AND IN WHAT'cASES APPEAL 18 TO BE MADE 
TO THE CATHOLIC CONSENT OF ANCIENT FATHEBS. 
THE SIN AND DANGER OF DESPISING IT. 

Here, I perceive, in order it followeth, 
to shew by examples, how the profane 
novelties of heretics are, by bringing forth 
and comparing the old Doctors' opinions 
agreeing together, both found out and con- 
demned: which ancient consent, however? 
of holy Fathers is not so carefully and 
diligently to be both sought for, and 
followed, in every small question of the 
divine Law; but only, or at least espe- 
cially, in the Rule of Faith ; neither yet 
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; are heresies, always, nor all, after this sort 
to be impugned, but only such as be new 
and upstart ; to wit, at their first springing 
up, and before they have (as hindered by 
the shortness of time) falsified the rules of 
the ancient faith, and before that, the 
poison spreading farther, they go about 
to corrupt the Fathers' writings. But 
those heresies which have already got 
ground, and be of some continuance, are 
not this way to be dealt withal : because 
by long tract of time they have had long 
opportunity to steal the truth. And there- 
fore such kind, whether of profane schisms, 
or heresies, which be of longer standing, we 
must not otherwise convince, but only, if 
need be, by the authority of the Scriptures : 
or else avoid and detest them as already 
convicted and condemned in old time by 
general Councils of Catholic priests. 
Therefore so soon as any infectious 

o O 



o o 

AGAINST HERESY. 133 

error beginneth to break forth, and, for 
her defence, to steal certain words of the 
divine Law, and craftily and fraudulently 
to expound them; straightways for the 
right understanding of the Canon, the 
Fathers' judgments are to be gathered 
together, by which any whatsoever, new, 
and, therefore, profane, doctrine growing 
up, may without any shift be detected, and 
without any reversal be condemned. But 
those Fathers' opinions only are to be 
conferred together, which, with holiness, 
wisdom, and constancy, lived, taught, and 
continued, in the faith, and communion, of 
the Catholic Church, and, finally, deserved 
either to die faithfully in Christ, or happily 
for Christ to be martyred: whom notwith- 
standing, we are to believe, with this condi- 
tion, that whatsoever, either all, or the 
greater part, with one and the same mind, 
plainly, commonly, and constantly, as it 
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were in a Council of Doctors agreeing 
together, have confirmed, by receiving it, 
holding it, and delivering it; let that be 
accounted for undoubted, for certain and 
acknowledged truth. And whatsoever 
any, although holy and learned, although a 
Bishop, although a Confessor and Mart}^', 
hath holden otherwise than all, or against 
all, let that be put aside from the authority 
of the common, public, and general judg- 
ment, and reputed among his own proper, 
private, and secret opinions, lest with the 
utmost danger of our eternal salvation, we 
do, according to the custom of sacrilegious 
heretics and schismatics, forsake the truth 
of the universal doctrine, and follow the 
novel error of some one man. The holy 
and catholic consent of which blessed 
Fathers, lest any man think that he may 
rashly contemn, the Apostle saith in his 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, **And 
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some verily hath God set in His Church, 
first Apostles^," of which himself was one: 
secondly *^ Prophets," as Agabus was, of 
whom we read in the Acts^: thirdly, 
"Doctors," which now are called ex- 
pounders, whom also this Apostle some- 
time nameth Prophets, because by them 
are expounded, and declared, to the people 
the mysteries of the Prophets; these, 
therefore, divinely disposed and placed in 
the Church of God, at divers times, and 
sundry places, agreeing all in one mind in 
Christ, touching any point of catholic doc- 
trine, whosoever contemneth, doth not 
contemn man but God. And that we dis- 
agree not by any means from the truth- 
teaching unity of these Fathers, the same 
Apostle doth earnestly entreat, saying, " I 
beseech you, brethren, that you all say the 
same thing, and that there be no schisms 

g I Cor. xii 27, 28. h Chap. xi. 
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among you, but that you be perfect in one 
and the same sense, and in one and the 
same judgment'." And if any man sepa- 
rate himself from the communion of their 
judgment, let him hear that saying of the same 
Apostle, ^^ He is not the God of dissension, 
but of peace ^ ;" that is, not of him that 
leaveth consent and unity, but of them that 
remain in peace and agreement: "As I 
teach (quoth he) in all the Churches of the 
saints," that is, of the Catholics; which 
Churches tlierefore be holy, because they 
continue in the communion of the faith. 
And lest haply any one should bid us con- 
temn others, and proudly require that him- 
self only be heard, himself only be believed, a 
little after he saith, " What, hath the Word 
of God (quoth he) proceeded from you ? or 
hath it come unto you only?" And lest 
this might be taken as spoken slightly, he 

1 1 Cor. i. 10. k 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 
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addeth, " If any (quoth he) seemeth to be 
a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge 
the things which I write unto you, that they 
are the commands of the Lord." What com- 
mands, but that, if a man be a prophet, or 
spiritual, that is, a master in spiritual mat- 
ters, let him be a zealous lover of equality 
and unity, in such wise, that he neither 
prefer his own opinions before the judg- 
ment of others, neither leave the common con- 
sent of all men ? *' Commandments touch- 
ing which thing he that is (quoth he) igno- 
rant of," that is, he that leameth not, when 
he yet knoweth them not, or contemneth 
when he knoweth them, " he shall not be 
known," that is, he shall be thought unwor- 
thy, whom amongst such as be united in 
faith and equal humility, God should regard 
and look upon: a greater evil than which 
I doubt whether any man can devise: 
which yet, notwithstanding, (according to 
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the Apostle's commination,) we see to have 
fallen upon Julian the Pelagian, who either 
cared not to be joined at all in opinion 
with his fellows, or else presumed to sepa- 
rate himself from them. But now it is time 
to bring forth the example which we pro- 
mised; where and after what sort the judg- 
ment and opinions- of holy Fathers have 
been gathered together, that according to 
them, by the degree and authority of an 
Ecclesiastical Council, the Rule of Faith 
might be set down: which to the end that 
I may more commodiously do, I will here 
make an end of this Commonitory, and so 
take another beginning for those things 
which do follow. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

T^e second Commomlory kas been lost, and no 
more of it preserved than the last section, that 
is, only t/ie recapitulation, which is here sub- 



WillCH being so, it is now time that in 
the end of Ihis second book we recapitulate 
that which in these two Commonitory 
books hath been spoken. We said, in the 
premises, that this always hath been, and 
even at this day is, the custom of Catholics, 
to try and examine true faith, by these two 
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manner of ways. First, by the authority 
of the divine Canon: secondly, by the tra- 
dition of the Catholic Church ; not because 
the canonical Scripture is not as to itself 
sufficient for all things, but because, very 
many expounding God's word at their own 
pleasure, do thereby conceive divers opinions 
and errors. And, for that cause, it is 
necessary that the interpretation of the 
heavenly Scripture be directed according 
to the one only rule of the Church's under- 
standing : only be it observed, especially in 
those questions upon which the foundations 
of the whole Catholic doctrine do depend. 
Likewise we said, that, even within the 
Church, we were to look to the consent 
both of universality and antiquity, that so 
we be neither carried away from sound 
unity to the side of schism, nor yet cast 
headlong from antiquity of religion into 
heretical novelties. We said also, that in 
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ecclesiastical antiquity itself we were dili- 
gently to observe, and seriously to consider, 
two things, unto which all those that will 
not be heretics must of necessity cling fast. 
The first is, that which hath in old time 
been determined by all the Priests of the 
Catholic Church, by authority of a General 
Council. The second is, that, if any new 
question did arise, in which that were not 
to be found, we ought to have recourse to 
the sayings of the holy Fathers, but yet of 
those only, who in their time and place 
were approved masters, being such as con- 
tinued in the unity of the communion and 
faith: and whatsoever we find that they 
held with one mind and one consent, to 
judge that, without all scruple, to be the 
true and catholic doctrine of the Church. 
And lest we should seem to say this rather 
of our own presumption than from any 
authority of the Church, we gave an 
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example of the sacred Council holden 
almost three years since at Ephesus^ a city 
in Asia, in the time of the right honourable 
Consuls, Bassus and Antiochus, in which 
disputation being had of authorizing rules 
of faith, lest their might, by chance, some 
profane novelty creep in, as happened at 
that perfidious meeting in Arimiiium, this 
was thought the most catholic, faithful, and 
best course to be taken, by all the Priests 
there present, which were about two 
hundred in number, that the opinions of 
those holy Fathers should be brought forth, 
of whom it was certain, that some of them 
had been martyrs, some confessors, and 
that all had lived and died Catholic Priests, 
that by their consent and verdict, the true 
religion of ancient doctrine might be duly 
and solemnly confirmed, and the blasphemy 
of profane novelty condemned : which being 
so done, that impious Nestorius was worthily 
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and justly judged to have taught contrary 
to the old Catholic faith, and blessed 
Cyrill to have agreed with holy and 
sacred antiquity. And, to the end that 
nothing might be wanting which procureth 
credit, we set forth also the names and 
number of these Fathers, (although not 
remembering their order,) according to 
whose uniform and harmonious judgment 
both the sayings of the Sacred Law were 
expounded, and the rule of divine doctrine 
established. Neither will it here be super- 
fluous for memory's sake to repeat them 
once again* 
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CHAP. XXX. 



LIST OF FATHERS WHOSE WOBKS WERE CITED AS 
WITNESSES IN THE COUNCIL. 

These therefore are the men whose 
works were cited in that Council, either as 
judges, or else as witnesses. S, Peter, 
Bishop of Alexandria, a most excellent 
doctor, and blessed martyr. S. Aihanojsius, 
Bishop of the same city, a most faithful 
teacher, and famous confessor. S. Theo- 
pMluSy Bishop also of the same city, a 
notable man for faith, life, and learning ; 
next after whom succeeded venerable 
Cyrill, who at this present doth adorn the 
Church oi Alexandria. And lest perchance 
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it should be thought that this was the 
doctrine of one city, or of one province ; 
to the former there were adjoined those 
two lights of Cappadocia, S, Gregory, 
Bishop and Confessor of Nazianzum, and 
S. Basil, Bishop and Confessor of CcBsarea, 
and also another S. Gregory, Bishop of 
Nyssa, worthy for his merit of faith, con- 
versation, integrity, and wisdom, of such a 
brother as Basil was. And for proof that 
not only Greece and the East, but also the 
Western and Latin world, were always of 
the same opinion, some letters of S. Felix 
Martyr, and S. Julius, both Bishops of 
Rome, which they wrote unto certain men, 
were there read. And that not only the 
head of the world, but also the other parts, 
should give testimony in that judgment; 
from the South they had blessed *S. Cyprian, 
Bishop of Carthage, Martyr; from the 
North aS. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan. 
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All these then, to the sacred number of 
the Decalogue, were alleged in the Council 
of Ephesus, as masters, counsellors, wit- 
nesses, and judges; whose doctrine th^ 
blessed Synod holding, following whose 
counsel, beUeving whose testimony, obey*- 
ing whose judgment, without shunning of 
labour, without presumption, without 
favour, gave sentence concerning the rules 
of faith. And albeit a far greater number 
of Fathers might have been alleged^ yet 
was it not necessary, because it was not fit 
that the time of business should be spent 
with multitude of witnesses ; and fiirther> 
no man doubted but that those ten did 
think Uttle other than all the rest of their 
colleagues. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

THE COUNCIL CONDEMNS THE DOCTRINES OF 
NESTOmUS AS NEW AND S'"SANGE. 

After all this we added also the worthy 
sentence of blessed Cyrils which is con- 
tained in the very ecclesiastical acts of that 
Council. For when the Epistle of 
S. CapreoltiSy Bishop of Catthage^ had 
been read, who urged and entreated 
nothing else, but that novelty might be 
overthrown and antiquity defended, Bishop 
Cyril spake and gave his definition in this 
sort : which I have thought it not out of 
place to insert here: these then be his 
words, in the end of the Acts of that 
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Council. ** And this Epistle (quoth he) of 
tile^venerable and very religious Capreolus, 
Bishop of Carthage^ which has been read, 
shall be included in the document of our 
Acts; whose judgment is clear; for he 
desireth that the old doctrine of the faith 
may be confirmed, and that new doc- 
trines, superfluously invented and impiously 
spread abroad, may be rejected and con- 
demned. To which all the Bishops, with 
one consent, cried out: * These are the 
words of all. This we speak all. This is 
the wish of all.'" What then were the 
words of all? What the wishes of aH? 
Surely nothing else, but that that which 
was of old time delivered might be retained, 
and that which was newly invented might 
be rejected. After that, we admired and 
highly commended the great humility and 
holiness of that Council, that so many 
Priests, almost the greater part of whom 
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were Metropolitans, of such erudition, of 
such learning, that they were almost all 
sufficient to have disputed concerning 
doctrines, and whose very assembling might 
therefore seem enough to have emboldened 
them to presume, and determine somewhat 
of themselves, yet they innovated in 
nothing, presumed in nothing, arrogated 
nothing to themselves; but, above all 
things, were most careful not to deliver 
any thing unto posterity, which they also 
had not received of their forefathers, not 
only disposing well of the business then 
present, but leaving an example to posterity, 
namely, how they, in like manner, should 
reverence the doctrines of sacred antiquity, 
but condemn the inventions of profane 
novelty: we inveighed also against the 
wicked presumption of Nestorius: who 
boasted that he was the first and only man 
which understood the Scriptures, and that 
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all Others were in ignorance, which before 
his days in their office of teachers, had ex- 
pounded the divine sayings, that is, all 
Priests, all Confessors and Martyrs, of whom 
some had expounded God's law, others 
allowed and believed thetn so expounding : 
to conclude, he maintained that the whole 
Church both now doth err, and always had 
erred, because, as he thought, she had 
followed, and was following, ignorant and 
erroneous doctors. 





CHAP. XXXIl. 



All which, albeit they were abundantly 
sufficient for the overthrow and extinguish- 
ing of all profane novelties, yet, lest that 
aught should in such plenty of proofs be 
wanting, we will add for a conclusion a 
twofold authority of the See Apostolic, the 
one of holy Pope Stxlus, which venerable 
man now adometh the Church of Rome; 
the other of Pope Celestinus, of blessed 
memory, hia predecessor, which I have 
thought needfiil here also to insert. The 
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holy Pope Sixtm then, in his Epistle 
which he sent to the Bishop of Antioch 
touching the cause o{ NestoritiSy saith thus. 
"Therefore," quoth he, "because (as the 
Apostle saith) the faith is one, that which 
evidently hath obtained, what things are to 
be said, let us believe, and consider that they 
are to be firmly holden." What then are 
those things which are to be believed, and 
to be said? He continueth saying thus, 
" Let nothing further (quoth he) be allowed 
to novelty, because it is fitting that nothing 
be added to antiquity. Let not the clear 
faith and belief of our forefathers be 
troubled with any admixture of mire." 
Apostolically spoken! to attribute to our 
forefathers' faith the light of transparency, 
but to denote novel profaneness by the 
admixture of mire. Pope Celestinm like- 
wise is of the same opinion: for in his 
J Epistle which he sent to the Priests of 
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Gaul^ wherein he reprehendeth their con- 
nivance, in that, by their silence, they left 
the old faith unprotected, and suffered pro- 
fane novelties to spring up, thus he writeth ; 
** Justly" (quoth he) "the blame doth touch 
us, if by our silence we foster error ; there- 
fore let such men be corrected, let them 
not have liberty to speak at their pleasure." 
Some haply may question who they be, 
whom he forbiddeth to have liberty of 
speaking, whether the preachers of anti- 
quity, or the inventors of novelties; let 
himself speak, and discharge the reader of 
this doubt; for itfoUoweth; "Let novelty 
cease," quoth he, "if the matter be so;" 
that is, if that be true, in which divers 
accuse unto me your cities and provinces, 
that through your pernicious connivance 
you cause them to go over to certain new 
doctrines ; " therefore," quoth he, " if the 
matter be so, let novelty cease to molest. \ 
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antiquity." This then was the blessed 
opinion of blessed Celettimit, not that 
antiquity should cease to suppress novelty, 
but rather that novelty should give over to 
molest antiquity. 





CHAP. xxxm. 

E CONDEMNATION OF KSSTOKtUB 



Which Apostolic and Catholic decrees 

whosoever resists, first, of necessity he 
must proudly contemn the memory of 
S, Celestinus, who determined that novelty 
should ^ve over to molest antiquity. 
Again, he must scofi* at the decree of 
S. Sixtits, whose judgment is, that nothing 
further be allowed to novelty, because it is 
not fitting that aught be added to antiquity. 
Again he must contemn the determinations 
of blessed Cynl, who commended with 
great praise the zeal of venerable Capreolus, 
in that he desired, that the old Articles oC 
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faith should be confirmed, and new inven- 
tions condemned. Likewise he must tread 
under foot the Council of Ephesus^ that is^ 
the judgments of the holy Bishops of 
almost the whole East, who, by God's aid, 
would not decree aught as requisite to be 
beUeved by posterity, but that which the 
sacred antiquity of our holy forefathers, 
agreeing together in Christ, had holden, 
who loudly and with acclamation, with one 
voice testified, that these were the words 
of all, this all wished, all gave judgment: 
that, as all heretics almost before NestoritiSy 
contemning antiquity and defending novelty, 
had been condemned ; so likewise Nestorius 
himself, the author of novelty, and impugner 
of antiquity, should be condemned. Whose 
sacred consent and agreement, proceeding 
from the inspiration of heavenly grace, if 
any dislike, what remaineth but that he 
maintain that Nestoritis* profaneness was 



— ^ o 

AGAINST HERESY. 157 

unjustly condemned,? Finally, be must also 
contemn the whole Church of Christ, and 
her masters, the Apostles and Prophets, 
and especially the doctrine of the blessed 
Apostle St Paul, as dregs and dross. 
The Church, because she hath never ceased 
religiously to keep and maintain that faith 
which was once delivered; St. Paul, 
because he hath thus written, "O Timothy, 
keep the deposituniy avoiding profane 
novelties of voices ;" and again, " if any 
preach unto you otherwise than you have 
received, be he accursed." So that if 
neither the Apostle^s definitions, nor the 
Ecclesiastical Canons, ought to be violated, 
by which, according to the sacred consent 
of universality^ and antiquity, all heretics at 
all times, and lastly, Pelagitis, Celestitis, 
and Nestoritcs, were justly and deservedly 
condemned; surely necessary it is for all 
CathoUcs, which desire to shew themselves 
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true children of their mother the Church, 
to adhere, stick close, and hold, even to 
death, unto the holy faith of their holy 
Fathers ; but to detest and abhor, pursue 
and drive out, the profane novelties of all 
profane men whatsoever. This generally is 
the sum of that which in these two Com- 
monitories we have more amply discoursed 
of, and now, after the manner of recapitula- 
tion, in fewer words gathered together; 
that my memory, for helping whereof 1 
wrote them, may both with constant 
admonition be repaired, and yet not over- 
laid with any tedious prolixity. 

Here endeth the Treatise of Peregrintis 
against Heretics. 
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NOTES. 



Page 24. line 10. ''The Apostolic See, that 
is, the Roman, which the Apostles Peter and 
Paul had consecrated by their blood, and 
which the inhabitants of the West commonly 
understand when they simply say. The Apostolic 
See, [^Sedes Apostolical because that was the 
only Apostolic Church in the West." Baluzius, 
" Because an opinion prevailed that this 
Church was founded by S. Peter, therefore in 
the West it was called the Apostolic See 
[Sedes Apostolica"] by way of honour." Calvin, 
Inst. 1. iv. c. 6. § 16. " But if the Catholike 
she b6 not, nor th6 root of the Catholike Church, 
yet Apostolike I hope she is. Indeed Apostolike 
she is, as being the See of one, and he a prime 
Apostle; but then not Apostolike as the Church 
is called in the Creed from aH the Apostles, no 
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NOTES. 



nor the^ only Apostolike." Laud's Conference, 
§ 38. No. 27. 

Page 93. line 10. "Novelties;*' so the 
Vulgate, &c. " Vanities" is now the received 
reading. [Kn^tti^iaff, "vain babblings." 
Eng. TransW] This, however, does not affect 
the argument hom the word depositum, 

»■ Tertullian de Praescrip. Hseret. c. 20, 82, 36. (The Churches 
mentioned as Apostolic in c. 82 and 36 are : Smyrna and Rome, 
in c. 82 ; Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, Epkestu, and Rome, in 
c. 36. ^e Hammond, chap. 5. sec. y. 7. quoted in the Appendix.] 
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ARCHBISHOP CRANMER. 

" And now forasmuch as the wicked Church 
of Rome, counterfeiting the Church of Christ, 
hath, in this matter of the Sacrament of the 
blessed body and blood of our Saviour Christ, 
varied from the pure and holy Church in the 
Apostles' time, and many hundred years after, 
(as in my book I have plainly declared, and 
manifestly proved,) it is an easy matter to dis- 
cern which Church is to be followed. And I 
cannot but marvel, that Smythe allegeth for 
him Vincentins Lirinensis, who, contrary to 
Doctor Smythe, teacheth plainly, that the 
Canon of the Bible is perfect and sufficient of 
itself for the truth of the Catholic faith : and 
that the whole Church cannot make one article v 
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of the faith, although it may be taken as a 
necessary witness, for the receiving and 
establishing of the same, with these three 
conditions, that the thing which we would 
establish thereby, hath been believed in aU 
places, ever, and of all men. Which the 
papistical doctrine in this matter hath not been, 
but came from Rome, since Berengarius' time, 
by Nicolas the Second, Innocenlius the Third, 
and other of their sort : whereas the doctrine 
which I have set forth, came from Christ and 
his Apostles, and was of all men every where 
with one consent taught and beheved, as my 
book sheweth plainly, until the papists did 
transform and transubstantiate the chief articles 
of our Christian faith." Answer tQ Smythe's 
Preface. Remains, Oxford, 1833, vol. iii. 
p. 22. 

** And touching my doctrine of the Sacra- 
ment, and other my doctrine, of what kind 
soever it be, I protest that it was never my 
mind to write, speak or imderstand any thing 
contrary to the most holy word of God, or else 
against the holy Catholic Church of Christ; 
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but purely and simply to imitate and teach 
those things only, which I had learned of the 
sacred Scripture, and of the holy Catholic 
Church of Christ from the beginning, and also 
according to the exposition of the most holy 
and learned Fathers and Martyrs of the 
Church. 

" And if any thing hath peradventure 
chanced otherwise than I thought, I may err, 
but heretic I cannot be, forasmuch as I am 
ready in all things to follow the judgment of 
the most sacred word of God and of the holy 
Catholic Church, desiring none other thing 
than meekly and gently to be taught, if any 
where (which God forbid) I have swerved from 
the truth." Appeal at his Degradation, vol. iv. 
p. 126. 



BISHOP RIDLEY. 

"And in that the Church of Christ is in 
doubt, I use herein the wise counsel of Vincen- 
tins Lirinensis, whom I am sure you wiU allow ; 
who, giving precepts how the Catholic Church 
may be, in all schisms and heresies, kno^vm.^ 
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writeth in this manner ; ' When, saith he, one 
part is corrupted with heresies, then prefer the 
whole world before that one part ; but, if the 
greatest part be infected, then prefer antiquity.' " 
GL Ridley's Life of Bp. Ridley, pp. 613, 614. 

BISHOP JEWEL. 

" Istorum vero rehgio, si ita antiqua et vetus 
est, uti earn ipsi videri volunt, cur unam ab 
exemphs primitivse Ecclesiae, ex antiquis Patri- 
bus, et Conciliis veteribus non probant } Cur 
tarn vetus causa tamdiu deserta jacet sine 
patrono ? Ferrum quidem, et flanwnam semper 
habuerunt ad manum ; de Conciliis vero anti- 
quis, et Patribus, magnum silentium." .... 
Juelli Apologia. Enchiridion Theologicum, vol. i. 
p. 162. Oxford, 1825. 

" Ostendant ergo aliquando antiquitatem 
istam suam ; faciant, ut appareant ista, quae 
tantopere prsedicant esse tarn late propagata. 
Doceant omnes nationes Christianas in suam 
istam rehgionem concessisse : sed fugiimt, ut 
jam ante diximus, a decretis ipsi suis : eaque 
# guae ante ita paucos annos ab ipsis in omnem 
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setemitatem sancita erant, tarn brevi tempore 
resciderunt. Quid ergo illis fidendiim est in 
Patribus, in veteribus Conciliis, in verbis Dei ? 
Non habent, O Deus bone, non liabent ea, quae 
se habere gloriantur; non antiquitatem, non 
universalitatem, non locomm, non temporum 
omnium consensum. Idque ipsi, etsi dissimu- 
latum potius cuperent, tamen non ignorant ; 
imo etiam interdum non obscure confitentur." 
Ih. p. 166. 

"Nos quidem, uti diximus, de mutanda 
Religione, nihil temere aut insolentur, nihil 
nisi cunctanter, et magna cum deliberatione 
fecimus ; neque id imquam animum induxisse- 
mus facere, nisi nos et manifesta atque indubi- 
tata voluntas Dei nobis in sacrosanctis Scrip- 
turis patefacta, et salutis nostra ratio coegisset. 
Etsi enim discessimus ab ilia Ecclesia, quam 
isti appellant Catholicam, et ea re, nobis apud 
illos qui judicare non possunt, invidiam feusiimt, 
tamen id satis est nobis, satisque esse debet 
homini prudenti et pio, et de eetema vita cogi- 
tanti, nos ab ea Ecclesia discessisse quae errare 
potuerit, quam Christus, qui errare non potest, 
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tanto ante praedixerit erraturam, quamque nos 
ipsi oculis perspicue videbamus a Sanctis Patri- 
bus, ab Apostolis, a' Christo ipso, a primitiya 
et Catholica Ecclesia discessisse. Accessimus 
autem quantum maxime potuimus, ad Ekx^le- 
siam Apostolorum, et veterum Catholicorum 
Episcoporum, et Patrum, quam scimus adhuc 
fuisse integram, utque Tertullianus ait, incor- 
ruptam virginem, nulla dum idololatria, nee 
errore gravi ac publico contaminatam ; nee 
tantum doctrinam nostram, sed etiam Sacra- 
menta, precumque publicarum formam, ad 
illorum ritus et instituta direximus: utque 
Christum ipsum, et omnes fere pios fecisse 
scimus, ReUgionem ab istis turpiter neglectam 
et depravatam, ad originem et ad primordia 
revocavimus. Inde enim putavimus instaura- 
tionem petendam esse, unde prima Religionis 
initia ducta essent. ' Haec enim ratio,' inquit 
antiquissimus pater Tertullianus, 'valet adver- 
sus omnes Haereses, id esse vemm, quodcimque 
primum ; id esse adulterum quodcunque poste- 
rius.' Irerueus ssepe ad antiquissimas Ecclesias 
provocavit, quae Christo fuissent viciniores, 
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quasqae credibile vix esset erravisse. Jam 
vero cur ea hodie ratio non initur? Cur ad 
antiquarum Ecdesiarum similitudinem non re- 
dimus? Cur id a nobis hodie audiri non 
potest, quod olim in Concilio Niceno, a tot 
Episcopis et Catholicis Patribus, nullo refra- 
gante, pronunciatum est, ^Brf dpxaia Kporetro) ?'* 
lb. p. 184, 185. 

" Here, Mr. Harding, ye have taken in hand 
a needless labour. You know right well, we 
despise not the authority of the holy Fathers. . . . 
Throughout the whole discourse of this Apology 
in defence of the Catholic truth of our religion, 
next unto God's holy Word, we have used no 
proof or authority so much, as the expositions 
and judgments of the holy Fathers. We 
despise them not, therefore, but rather give 
Grod thanks, in their behalf, for that it hath 
pleased Him to provide so worthy instruments 
for His Church: and therefore do we justly 
reprove you, for that so unadvisedly and 
without cause, ye have forsaken the steps 
of so holy Fathers. The four general Coun- 
cils, wherein ye dwell so long, as they make. \ 
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nothing against ns, so in sundry points they 

fight expressly against you. . . * 

To come near the matter, we say not that all 
cases of doubt are, by manifest and open 
words, plainly expressed in the Scriptures. 
For so there would need no Exposition. But 
we say, that there is no case in rehgion so 
dark and doubtful, but that it may necessarily 
be either proved or reproved by collation and 
conference of Scriptures In this con- 
ference and judgment of the holy Scriptures, 
we need oftentimes the discretion and wisdom 
of learned Fathers. Yet notwithstanding may 
we not give them herein greater credit than is 
convenient, or than they themselves, if it were 
offered, would receive. We may reverently 
say of them, as Seneca, in the like case, some- 
time said, ' Non simt Domini, sed Duces 
nostri.' They are our Leaders, but not our 
Lords. They are not the truth of God itself, 

but only witnesses of the truth But 

the Bishops in those Coimcils, saith Mr. 

Harding, brought forth and followed the expo- 

, sitions of the ancient learned Fathers. And 
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wherefore might they not? What man ever 
taught or said the contrary? Yet notwithstand- 
ing they alleged them, not as the fomidations 
or gromids, hut only as approved and ^Edthfol 
witnesses of the truth. Which thing, if Mr. 
Harding happily will deny, may easily appear 
by the words of Cyrillus, pronounced and 
published openly in the Coimcil of Chalcedon: 
' Gratulamur vobis mutuo, quod et nostrae et 
vestrae Ecclesise fidem habent consentientem et 
divinitus inspiratis Scripturis, et traditionibus 
sanctorum Patrum.* [Evagrius, iii. 18.] 
Which words of Cyrillus being heard, and 
the consent of the Fathers being known, the 
whole Council for joy made a shout together, 
* Omnes ita credimus. Papa Leo ita credit, SfC. 
Thus we all beheve; Pope Leo thus believeth; 
thus beheveth Leo and Anatohus ; thus Cyrillus 
beUeveth; this is the faith of our Fathers; this is 
thefaith of the Apostles ; thus have the Apostles 
taught.' [Cone. Chalc, Act, ii.] . . . . Thus may 
you see, Mr. Harding, to what end the bishops, 
in the Councils ye spake of, alleged the exposi- 
tions of the ancient Fathers, and how far they 
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weighed them under the authority of the Scrip- 
tures. In hke sort do we also, this day, allege 
against you, the manifest and imdouhted and 
agreeable judgments of the most ancient 
learned holy Fathers; and thereby, as by 
approved and fedthful witnesses, we disclose 
the infinite follies and errors of your doctrine." 
Def, o/ApoL I. c. ix. div, 1. 

** These be cases, not of wit, but of feith ; 
not of eloquence, but of truth ; not invented or 
devised by us, but from the Apostles, and holy 
Fathers, and founders of the Church, by long 
succession brought unto us. We are not the 
devisers thereof, but only the keepers ; not the 
masters, but the scholars. Touching the sub- 
stance of religion, we beUeve that the ancient, 
catholic, learned Fathers believed ; we do that 
they did, we say that they said. And marvel 
not, in what side soever ye see them, if you see 
us join unto the same. It is our great comfort, 
that we see their faith and our faith to agree in 
one." Reply, Answer to Mr, Harding*s Con- 
clusion, ad fin, 
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HOOKER. 

"There is in Scripture therefore no defect, 
but that any man, what place or calling soever 
he hold in the Church of God, may have 
thereby the light of his natural understanding 
so perfected, that th^ one being relieved by the 
other, there can want no part of needful 
instruction imto any good work which God 
Himself requireth, be it natural or super- 
natural, belonging simply imto men as men, 
or unto men as they are united in whatsoever 
kind of society. It sufficeth, therefore, that 
Nature and Scripture do serve in suchfiill sort, 
that they both jointly and not severally either 
of them be so complete, that unto everlasting 
felicity we need not the knowledge of any 
thing more than, these two may easily furnish 
our minds with on all sides; and therefore they 
which add traditions, as a part of supernatural 
necessary trutb> have not the truth, but are in 
error. For they only plead, that whatsoever 
God revealeth as necessary for all Christian 
men to do and beheve, the same we ought to 
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embrace, whether we have received it by 
writing or otherwise; which no man denieth: 
when that which they should confirm, who 
claim so great reverence unto traditions, is, 
that the same traditions are necessarily to be 
acknowledged divine and holy. For we do 
not reject them only because they are not in 
the Scripture, but because they are neither in 
Scripture, nor can otherwise sufficiently by any 
reason be proved to be of God. That which 
is of God, and may be evidently proved to be 
so, we deny not but it hath in his kind, 
although unwritten, yet the self-same force and 
authority with the written laws of Grod." 
LavDS of Ecc. PoL b. i. c. 14. [5.] ed, Kehle, 

" *0pBoT0fi€iv, * to divide aright,' doth note in 
the Apostles* writings soundness of doctrine 
only ; and in meaning standeth opposite to 
KtupoTOfieiv, 'the broaching of new opinions 
against that which is received.* For question- 
less the first things delivered to the Church of 
Christ were pure and sincere truth: which 
whosoever did afterward oppugn, could not 
choose but divide the Church into two 

o ':> 



o o 

LAUD. 175 

moieties; in which division, such as taught 
what was first believed, held the truer part; 
the contrary side, in that they were teachers of 
novelty, erred/' Ibid, b. v. c* 81. [H-] ^^• 
Keble. 



ARCHBISHOP LAUD. 

" And now by this time it will be no hard 
thing to reconcile the Fathers, which seem to 
speak differently in no few places, both one 
from another, and the same from themselves, 
touching Scripture and Tradition ; and that as 
well in this point, to proVe Scripture to be the 
word of God, as for concdrdant deposition of 
Scripture in all things else. "When therefore 
the Fathers say*, W'e hate the Scripture hy 
Tradition, or the like; either they mean the 
Tradition of the Apostles themselves delivering 
it ; and there, when it is known to be such, we 
may resolve our faith. Or if they speak of the 

* Scripturas habemui ea Traditione. S. Cyril. Hier. Cateeh. 4. 
Multa guce non inverUuntw in Literis Apottolormn, %c, non 
mui ab illu tradita et eommendata ereduntur. S. Aug. 2. d« 
Baptitm. contra Donat. c. 7. 
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Present Church, then they mean, that the Tra- 
dition of it, is that by which we first receive 
the Scripture, as by an according means to the 
Prime Tradition. But because it is not simply 
divine, we cannot resolve our faith into it, nor 
settle our faith upon it, till it resolve itself into 
the Prime Tradition of the Apostles, or the 
Scripture, or hotK; and there we rest with it. 
And you cannot shew an ordinary consent of 
Fathers ; nay, can you, or any of your quarter, 
shew any one Father of the Church, Greek or 
Latin, that ever said. We are to resolve our 
faith, that Scripture is the word of God, into the 
Tradition of the Present Church. And again, 
when the Fathers say we are to rely upon 
Scripture^ only, they are never to be under- 
stood with exclusion of Tradition, in what cases 
soever it may be had ^ ; not hut that the Scrip- 

** Non aliunde $cientia Ccelestium. 8. Hilar. 1. 4. de Trinit. 
Si Angelfu de Caelo annuneiaverit preeterquam quod in Serip- 
turis, %e. S. August. 1. iii. con. PetU. c. 6«. 

" Quutn nt perfectu$ Scripiurarum Canone, nbique ad omnia 
ialig svperque sufficiat 8fc. Vine. J<iiin • contra Hares, c. 2. And 
if it be ribi ad omniOt then to this, to prove itself at least after 
Tradition hath prepared us to receive it. . 
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ture is abundantly sufficient, in and of itself , for 
all things, but because it is deep, and may be 
drawn into different senses, and so mistaken, if 
any man will presume upon his own strength, 
and go single without the Church." Conf 
with Fisher the Jesuite, § 16. Num, 33. 

"For to believe the Scripture, and the 
Creeds, to beheve them in the sense of the 
ancient Primitive Church ; to receive the four 
great General Councils, so much magnified by 
antiquity ; to believe all points of doctrine 
generally received as fundamental in the 
Church of Christ ; is a faith, in which to live 
and die cannot but give salvation." Ibid, 
§ 38. iVttw. 1. 

ARCHBISHOP USHER. 



" The second question so rife in the mouth 
of our adversaries is, * "Where was your Church 
before Luther ?* "Whereunto an answer may be 
returned from the grounds of the solution of 
the former question, that our Church was even 
there where now it is. In all places of the 
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world, where the ancient foundations were 
retained, and those common principles of faith, 
upon the profession whereof men have ever 
been wont to be admitted by baptism into the 
Church of Christ, there we doubt not but our 
Lord had His subjects, and we our fellow- 
servants; for we bring' in no new faith nor no 
new Church. That which in the time of the 
ancient Fathers [Vine, Lirin, cont. Hares, c, 3.} 
was accounted to be ' truly and properly Catho- 
hc,* namely, 'that which was believed every 
where, always, and by aU,' that in the succeed-, 
ing ages hath evermore been preserved, and is 
at this day entirely professed in our Church.*' 
Sermon preached before the King, A, D, 1624.. 
p. 711. Camb. 1835. 

" We preach no new faith, but the same 
Cathohc faith that ever hath been preached : 
neither was it any part of our meaning to begin 
a new Church in these latter days of the- 
world, but to reform the old." Ibid, p. 714. 
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HAMMOND. 

Sect, III. The two ways of conveying the 
Faith to us. 

1. "This then being the adequate object of 
the Christianas faith, those verities which have 
been revealed to us by God to be thus believed 
to righteousness, called therefore vytaivovres 
X^yoi, words not only true, but wholesome ; the 
belief whereof is required in order to our soul*s 
health : the next inquiry is, how we that live in 
the same distance from Christ and His Apostles 
in respect of time, that we are situate from 
Heaven, which now contains Christ, in respect 
of place, may come within any reach of these 
revelations of Christ, or to any competent 
undoubted assurance, that those are such 
indeed, which are pretended to be so. 

2. And to this also my concession shall be 
as liberal* as any Romanist can wish, that there 
are two (Basil, de Spir. Sanct, c. 27.) ways of 
conveying such revelations to us ; one in writing, 
the other by oral tradition ; the former in the 
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Gospels and other writings of the Apostles, &c. 
which make up the sacred writ, or Canon of the 
New Testament; the latter in the Apostle* s 
preachings to all the Churches of their planta^ 
tions, which are no where set down for ns in 
the sacred writ, hut conserved as Deposita 
(1 Tim, vi. 20. 2 Tim. i. 14.) hy them to 
whom they were entrusted. 

3. And although in sundry respects the 
former of these he much the more faithful, 
steady way of conveyance, and for want thereof 
many things may possibly have perished, or 
been changed by their passage through many 
hands ; thus much being confessed by Bellar- 
mine himself, (de Verho Dei, 1. i. c. 2.) that 
the Scripture is the most certain and safe rule of 
belief ; yet there being no less veracity in the 
torhguesihtBja. the hands, m ih^ preachings than the 
writings, of the Apostles ; nay Prior sermo quann 
liber, prior sensus quam stylus, eaith Tertullian, 
the Apostles preacht before they writ, planted 
Churches before they addressed Epistles to them: 
on these grounds I make no scruple to grant, 
that Apostolical traditions^ such as are truly so> 
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as well as Apostolical writings, are equally the 
matter of that Christian's belief, who is equally 
secured by the fidelity of the conveyance, that 
as one is Apostolical writing, so the other is 
Apostolical tradition. 

Sect. JV. The testimony from which we 
receive the Faith, 

1. Next then the enquiry must proceed by 
examining what is this equal way of conveyance, 
common to both these, upon strength of which 
we become obliged to receive such and such a 
Tradition for ApostoHcal. 

2. And this again is acknowledged not to be 
any Divine testimony ; for God hath no where 
affirmed in divine writ, that the Epistle, 
inscribed of Paul the Apostle to the Romans, 
consisting of so many periods as now it is in 
our Bibles, was ever written by that Apostle, 
nor are there any inward characters or signa^ 
tures, or beams of light in the writing itself, 
that can be admitted, or pretended for testimo- 
nies of this, any more than the hke may exact 
to be admitted as witnesses, that the Creed {^ 
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called the Apostles* was indeed in the full sense 
of it dehvered to the Churches, 

3. It remains then, that herein on both 
sides we rest content with human testimonies of 
undoubted authority, or such as there is not any 
rational motive to distrust, and of which alone 
the matter is capable. For as in case of ques- 
tion concerning the Epistle to the Romans, 
whether this be it, which was addressed by 
Saint Paul to that Church, the only regular 
way of satisfying the questidn is, 1 . By devolu- 
tion or appeal to those Fathers and Councils, to 
whom it was de facto sufficiently testified and 
approved, (viz. by examination of the Records 
of that Church to whom it was written, and by 
whom received through the hands of some 
trusty messenger of that Apostle, such as Phebe 
that ministered unto him, and by other credita- 
ble ways of confirmation ;) and, secondly, and 
by that consequence, to those very original 
records, and proofs of undoubted fidelity. So 
in the way of trial of any tradition pretended to 
be Apostolical, whether it be such or no, is by 
devolving it to those same, or the like Fathers 
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and Councils, which having occasion and com- 
modity to examine the truth of the matter hy 
the records or testimonies of those Churches, to 
which it was delivered, found it sufficiently 
testified by them, that it was in truth according 
as it pretended. 

4. And from hence it follows, that as we of 
this age have no other way of judging of the 
Canon of Scripture, or of any book, or chapter, 
or period contained in it, but by the affirmation 
and authority of those testifiers in the first ages 
of the Church, either by their writings, or by 
the unquestioned relations of others, brought 
down and made known to us ; so are we as 
unable to judge of Apostolical Traditions un- 
written, whether this or that doctrine be such 
or no, unless it be thus by the undoubted 
cffirmations of the ancients (who are presumable 
by their antiquity to know the truth, and by 
their uniform consent neither to mistake them- 
selves, nor to deceive us) communicated and con- 
veyed to us 
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Sect. V. The qualifications of such testimonies. 

1 . Now then comes the t^hot of the enquiry, 
what qualifications there are of a testimony, or 
testifier, without which, it or he may not be 
thus deemed creditable or d(i6iri(rros, worthy to 
be believed by a sober Christian: and where 
these qualifications are to be found : which 
when we have once resolved, it wiU be possible 
for us to pass some judgment of Traditions 
duly styled Apostolical, which as such must be 
allowed to be the object of our Faith. 

2. And herein I shall hope also that the 
resolution Yriil be unquestionable, if it be bounded 
by those three terms to which Vincentius Liri^ 
nensis, in his defence of the Catholic Faith 
against Heresies and innovations, hath directed 
us, Universitas, Antiquitas, Consensio; Univer^ 
sality. Antiquity, Consent, viz. That the Tes-- 
timony we depend on, be the result of all, the 
ancients, consenting, or without any considerable 
dissent. Or, in yet fewer words, a Catholic 
Testimony, truly such, i. e. universal in all 
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respects, 1. of Place, 2. of Time, 3. of Per- 
sons, 

3. For, first, if it be not testified from all 
places, it is not qualified for our belief, as 
Catholic in respect of place, because the Faith 
being one and the same, and by all and every 
oi\h& Apostles preached, and deposited in all their 
plantations, what was ever really thus taught 
by any of them in any Church, will also be found 
to have been taught and received in all other 
Apostolical Churches. 

4. To which purpose the words of Irenaus 
are express, lib, i. cap. 3. The Church disse- 
minated over all the world, having received this 
preaching and this faith, preserves it diligently, 
as the inhabitants of the same house believe them 
alike, as having the same soul and heart, and 
teach and preach and deliver them alike, as 
having the same mouth; for though their lan- 
guages are unlike, the virtue of Tradition is one 
and the same, and neither do the Churches which 
are founded m Germany believe or deliver other- 
wise than those which were constituted in Spain, 
in France, in the Orient, in Egypt, in Afric, in . 
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the middle of the world; but as one and the same 
sun shines through the whole world, so doth the 
light and preaching of the truth in every place, 
where it is received, disperse itself, 

5. So also Tertullian de Prescript, c, 20. 
Presently therefore the Apostles, having first in 
Judaa testified the Faith and instituted Churches, 
and then taken their journey over all the world, 
made known to the nations the same doctrine of 
the same Faith, and so planted Churches in every 
city, from which the rest of the Churches after^ 
ward borrowed their seeds of Faith and doctrine, 
and so daily continue to do, and are formed into 
Churches. 

6. From which premisses, his conclusion is 
just that which I here deduce : If so, then it is 
evident that every doctrine must be deemed true 
which conspires with the Apostolical Churches, 
which are the wombs and originals whence the 
Faith came out, as maintaining that without any 
question, which the Churches received from the 
Apostles, the Apostles from Christ, and Christ 
from God: and that all other doctrine is under 
the prejudice of being false, which is contrary to 
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the truth of the Churches, of the Apostles, of 
Christ, and of God, 

7. It is true indeed that whatsoever one 
Church professeth to have received from the 
Apostle that planted it, is of itself sufEcient, 
without the confirmation of all others, to beget 
and establish belief in him, to whom it thus 
testifies : whereupon Tertullian * refers the 
enquirers to that Apostolic Church that is next 
him, be it Corinth, if he live in Achaia; Philippi, 
or Thessalonica, if in Macedonia; Ephesus, if 
in Asia ; or if he be near Italy, Rome, But 
this is no farther to be extended, than while we 
suppose without enquiry, that other Apostolical 
Churches have received, and are ready to testify, 
the same ; which presumption or supposal must 
then cease, when upon enquiry we find the con- 
trary ; there being then none of this first kind 
of universality, viz, of place, and, so far, no 
validity in the testification. 

8. Secondly, for the untversality of time, that 
must be cautiously understood; not so as to 
signify it a prejudice to any doctrine, if in some 

* D« Prascrip. c. 36. \ 
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one or more ages it have not been universally 
received ; for then there could be no Heretics 
at any time in the world : but so as to extend 
to the first and purest, and not only to the 
latter ages of the Church, 

9. That which was delivered by the Apostles 
was certainly received in that first age, wherein 
they lived; and by careful enquiry will be 
found from their monuments to have been then 
among them. And that which by this trial 
is discerned to be of later date, not to be de- 
scried in the first times, nor testified by suffi- 
cient authority to be derived from thence, falls 
short again of this second part of universality in 
respect of time. 

10. Thirdly, for the consent of testifiers, that 
is also necessary to the rendering it a Catholic 
and authentic testimony ; any considerable man-' 
her of dissenters being of necessity to weaken our 
behef, and infuse reasons of doubting, and a 
preponderancy of dissenters the other way, to 
weigh down (at least to incline) the belief to 
the contrary, 
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Sect. XV. A Recapitulation and Conclusion 
of this matter concerning Heresy. 

1 . It is now time to draw to a conclusion of this 
whole matter ; and from the premisses to com- 
plete and abbreviate that plea, which will, I 
doubt not, secure the Church of England from 
all colourable charge of Heresy. For that, 

2. First, It confessedly receives the whole 
word of Christ, the entire Canon of the New 
Testament. 

3. Secondly, It retains entire the Symbol of 
the Apostolic Faith, as that was delivered to 
the Churches in all the Apostolic plantations^ 

4. Thirdly, It understands both Scripture and 
Creed, according to that traditive interpretation, 
which the first Four, or if you wiU, Six, or 
indeed any of the GEcumenical Councils, truly 
so called, have discovered and declared to be 
the sense of aU the Apostolic Churches in the 
world, and were universally received by all 
Churches in such their declaration. 

5. Fourthly, That we never rejected any 
> Catholic testimony (offered in behalf of any v 
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doctrine) nor Council, but such as even our ene- 
mies grant, or evidence of the matter pro- 
claims, not to have been (Ecumenical, 

6. Fifthly, That we do not beheve that any 
General Council, truly such, ever did, or shall 
err in any matter of Faith, nor shall we further 
dispute the authority, when we shall be duly 
satisfied of the universality of any such. 
[cf. Sect, xiv. 1. This then of the inerra- 
bleness of General Councils, being thus far 
evidenced to be no matter of Faith, because 
not founded in any part of Scripture or Tradi- 
tion, (nor consequently the contrary any matter 
of Heresy,) the utmost that can be said of it is, 
that it is a theological verity, which may piously 
be believed.] 

7. Lastly, that we are willing to pi;oceed, 
and enlarge all this, from the Church collected 
in a Council, to the Church difiiised or the 
principal pastors thereof, out of Council, and are- 
ready to receive, and acknowledge as doctrine of 
Faith, every proposition, which the Fathers 
that lived in any competent distance from the 
Apostles do uniformly, or without any consider- 
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able? dissent, deliver down to us, as the truths 
of Godf Traditions Apostolical, 

8. Herein I may not now fitly enlarge, by 
proceeding to a view and defence of all, or any 
such particular doctrines, nor indeed can I 
without the spirit of Divination, not knowing 
what one doctrine, denied by iis, any Romanist 
will assume to assert upon these terms (contest 
by these measures of universality, antiquity, and 
consent) to be Apostolical Tradition, 

9. As for the authority of the present Roman 
Church, which is by them so much insisted on, 
as we cannot deem that stifficient to impose upon 
aQ Christians any new book of Scripture; so 
neither can we by force of any Catholic rules 
(such as Vincentius is confessed to have 
furnished us with sufficiently) receive from that 
sole testimony of theirs (which is but the testi- 
mony of one part, and of one age of the. Church, 
and not of the universal Church of all ages), any 
part of Christian doctrine, though by them 
never so earnestly contested to be ApostolicaV* 
A Partenesis, chap. v. of Heresy, Works, v^l. 
i. p. 546, 6, 559. Fol. 1684. v 
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BISHOP BULL. 

" These men account us innovators 

because we recommend, that all persons should 
study with diligence, and receive with venera- 
tion, the writings of ancient doctors, approved 
by the Catholic Church, especially of those doc- 
tors who bordered on the Apostolic age. These 
men account us innovators, because, next to the 
sacred Scriptures, we singly regard, and 
revere, the more pure and primitive antiquity ; 
and because we advise others religiously to 
follow the consenting judgment of that anti- 
quity, wherever discoverable, as it certainly is 
discoverable in all matters of greater moment ; 
whilst in other matters, we leave each indivi- 
dual to the dictates of his own free judgment ; 
saving ecclesiastical and Christian peace. And 
this, we are persuaded, is the best and only 
method of terminating those unhappy contro- 
versies, which, at the present day, have rent 
the Church of Christ into so many parties . . . 
All persons, not absolutely strangers to our 
history, are aware, that, so far as it was practic- , 
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able, and the age allowed, our Reformation 
was, in all respects, conformed to the example 
of the ancient Catholic Church. Hence was 
the order of Bishops retained in England, and 
that new form of ecclesiastical government 
rejected, which, by the advice of Calvin, was 
adopted in other Churches ...... Hence, 

were certain ancient doctrines, though most 
abhorrent from the sentiments of Calvin .... 

established and confirmed by our Church . . . 
Hence, almost at the commencement of our 
Reformation, in the year 1571, was that 
remarkable Canon respecting preachers, sanc- 
tioned by the consent of a full provincial Synod, 
and further confirmed by the. royal- authority of 
Elizabeths 

' Let preachers, above aU things^ be careful, 
that they never teach aught in a sermon,, to be 
religiously held and believed by the people, except 
that which is agreeable to the- doctrine of the Old 
or New Testament; and which the Catholic 
Fathers, and ancient Bishops, have collected from 
that very doctrine,* [Coll, Can, Lond, 1691. 
p. 238.] 
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Hence among the Directions and Rulefi^ which, 
by the advice of the Bishops, King James, the 
successor of Elizabeth^ recommended to the 
special care of the Vice-Chancellor, the Heads 
of Colleges and Halls, the two Professors, and 
the two Proctors in the University of Oxford, 
when the Puritanical faction was more than 
usually strong there, the following direction 
was inserted: it is the seventh in order. 
'That Theological candidates be admonished, to 
give their labour and study to books of a nature 
most consonant imth the doctrine and discipline 
of the Church of England : that is, to employ 
their time in reading the Fathers, Councils, 
scholastic writers,, ecclesiastical historians, and 
polemical divines ; and that they pay not so dis- 
proportionate attention to compends and abridg- 
ments, as to make them the foundations of their 
theological studies" Translated (by Bishop 
Jebb) from the Apolog. pro Harm^ ApostoL 
sect, i. § 3, 4i 
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BISHOP JEBB. 

"To the period here designated, we are 
indebted for a writer, who, above all other 
writers, has settled the rule of Catholic inter- 
pretation. Vincentius Lirinensis, a resident in 
the isle of Lierins, a presbyter of the Christian 
Church, flourished in the fifth century. No 
preceding Father has thrown equal light on 
the catholic interpretation of Scripture; and 
from no subsequent theologian has the subject 
received much additional clearness." Peculiar 
Character of the Church of England, Pastoral 
Instructions, p. 280. 

"Such are the views of Vincentius, But 
where, at this day, are those views retained, 
except in the Church of England ? The Protest- 
ant Communions on the Continent have not 
80 much as pretended to revere antiquity. The 
Church of Rome has not been wanting in the 
pretension ; but, instead of revering antiquity, 
she has idohzed herself. The Church of Eng- 
land alone has adopted a middle course ; mov- 
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ing in the same delightful path, and treading 
in the same hallowed footsteps, with Vincen- 
tius, and the Cathohc Bishops, and the ancient 
Fathers : proceeding as far as they proceeded, 
and stopping where they stopped." Ibid, p. 
293. 

" At such doubts, I do not wonder : I once 
felt them myself: and therefore am not 
dissatisfied to find others giving evidence, that 
my past scepticism (though, as I now think, 
without just foundation) was not unreasonable. 
In such matters I do not generally like to rest 
much upon authority : and the argumentum ad 
verecundiam is one which I would never press, 
especially in dealing with a truly modest fellow- 
traveller. But you will feel with me, that it is 
something in favour of Vincentius's rule that it 
has been received, extolled, and acted upon, by 
such men as Ridley, Jewel, Grotius, Overal, 
Hanunond, Beveridge, Bull, Hickes, Bram- 
hall, Grabe, Cave, and our own Archbishop 
King; that it has been admitted expressly^ 
even by Chillingworth ; and that it has been 
unreservedly acknowledged as a just and true 
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guide, by Bishop Taylor, in one of his latest 
works, the Visitation Sermon at Connor: a 
tribute, this last, the more remarkable, because, 
in his Liberty of Prophesying, and in his 
Ductor Dubitantium, he had spoken less 
respectfully of the principle ; and his remark- 
able change of language can be accounted for, 
only by his having undergone a correspondent 
change of sentiment. He had seen, felt, and 
weighed every difficulty ; the result of all was a 
deliberate persuasion, that Vincentius was right, 
and that he himself was wrong. But to say no 
more of mere authorities, however strong, I own 
I cannot at present feel any difficulty in applying 
Vincentius's rule. If a doctrine is propounded 
to me as vitally essential, that is, to speak 
technically, as matter of faith, before I can 
receive it as such, I must go to the cathohc 
succession, and ascertain whether that doctrine 
has been held, semper, uhique, ah omnibus : con- 
vinced, that if it has not been so held, my 
assent is not due to it, as matter of faith. If 
again a doctrine which I hold is impugned as 
heretical, next to the Scripture, and as intec- \ 

o ^ ^o 



o — 

198 APPENDIX. 

pretative of Scriptiire, I must go to the catho- 
lic succession : and if I find this doctrine tmi- 
versally asserted, I cannot believe that it is any 
other than the sincere truth of the Gospel. 
The universahty here mentioned, is not of 
course a mathematical but a moral univer- 
sality; the universahty, to use Vincentius's 
own words, of those Qui, in fide et commu- 
nione cathohca,.sancte sapienter et constanter 
viventes, vel mori in Christo fidehter, vel occidi 
pro Christo feliciter meruerint? And here I 
may observe, that Vincentius himself has anti- 
cipated your great objection, a very fair one, 
no doubt, and which requires and deserves an 
answer, namely, that * true Christianity, fieur 
from being diffused ubique or received ab omni- 
bus, was sometimes confined to a very narrow 
channel : when the great majority of Bishops 
were Arians, what becomes of this rule ?* Let 
Vincentius answer : * Quid si novella aliqua 
contagio, non jam portiunculam tantum, sed 
totam pariter Ecclesiam commaculare conetur ? 
Tunc item providebit ut Antiquitati inhaereat.' 
Nor be it thought, that, by this means, the 
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quod ubique and quod ah omnibus, are idly 
absorbed in the quod semper : they are as above 
hinted, to be taken, not mathematically, but 
morally, and so taken, they are an effectual 
guard to the quod semper. Prom the begin- 
ning, or, at least, from very remote antiquity, 
worthy individuals have frequently held, some 
one, or more, unsound opinions : and looking 
to individuals merely, the quod semper might be 
alleged, as it has been alleged, in favour of 
every opinion : it is t0 be rectified, however, 
by looking to universality and consent; not 
universality withc^ exception, for such is not to 
b^ found: but the concurrent and consistent 
sentiments, of the most and greatest doctors, in 
the whole body of the Church : not at any given 
period, but throughout the whole succession. Nor 
will such a research be so laborious as might 
be imagined ; for, in the first place, the catho- 
lic verities, those to be believed for necessity 
of salvation, are but few : and in the next place, 
the concurrent sense of catl^lic Christians, on 
those few but important points; has been amply 
elicited by controversy; iiJQ&omuch that from 
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the works of Bp. Bull, and a very few more, any 
can(Ud and intelligent student might obtain 

I 

competent and intelligent satisfaction, respecting 
the sense of the Universal Church, on any and 
every of the catholic verities : as to aU other 
verities, and as to the interpretation of particu- 

i lar texts of Scripture, they are left at large ; 

; provided always that no catholic trutii be 

; impugned, and that the analogy of the faith 

I be maintained inviolable." Letter to Dr. 

\ Nash, Foster's Life, SfC, of Bp, Jebb, vol. ii. 

': p. 249. 

: BISHOP KAYE. 

i 

; " On the subject of Religion, there appears 

] to be a peculiar propriety in appealing to the 
' opinions of past ages. In human science we 
' find a regular advance from less to greater 
degrees of knowledge. Truth is elicited by 
the labours of successive enquirers, each adds 
something to the stock of facts which have 
been previously accumulated ; and as new dis- 
coveries are continually made, the crude notions 
of those who first engaged in the pursuit are 
discarded for more matured and more enlarged 
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view84 The most recent opinions are those 
which are most likely to be correct. But in 
the case of a divine revelation, this tentative 
process can have no place. They, to whom is 
committed the trust of communicating it to 
others, are thoroughly instructed in its nature 
and its objects, and possess a knowledge which 
no enquiries of subsequent ages can improve. 
What they deliver is the truth itself ; which can- 
not be rendered more pure, though it may, and 
too probably will, be adulterated in its trans^- 
mission to succeeding generations. The greater 
the distance from the fountain-head, the greater 
the chance that the stream will be polluted. 
On these considerations is founded the persua- 
sion which has generally prevailed, that, in 
order to ascertain what was the doctrine taught 
by the Apostles, and what is the true interpre- 
tation of their writings, we ought to have 
recourse to the authority of those who lived near- 
est to their times." Some accotmt of the Writings 
and Opinions of Justin Martyr, second ed, p, 2. 
"Now whatever may be the case with 
other Protestant Churches, I see nothing in 
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Tertidlian's reasoning [cfe PrtBSC, Haret,'] at 
variance with the maxims of the Church of 
England respecting the use of the Scriptures. 
Tertullian, according to the learned translator, 
appeals to Apostohc Tradition; to a rule of 
faith, not origincUly deduced from Scripture, 
but delivered by the Apostles oraUy to the 
Churches which they founded, and regularly 
transmitted from them to his own time. How, 
I. would ask, is this appeal inconsistent with 
the principles of the Church of England, which 
declares only that holy Scripture contains all 
things necessary to salvation? ^respecting the 
source from which the rule of faith was origin 
neUly deduced, our Church is silent. The 
framers of our Articles meant not to deny that 
the rule of faith might, independently of the 
Scrijptures, have been faithfully transmitted in 
the Apostohc Churches down to TertuUian's 
time. What they meant to assert was, that 
the rule, so transmitted, contained no Article, 
which was not either expressed in Scripture, 
or might be proved by it ; and that the pecu- 
har doctrines, in support of which the Roman 
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Catholics appealed to tradition, form no part of 
the Apostolic rule." The Eccksiastial History 
of the second and third centuries illustrated from 
the vmtings of Tertullian, Second ed.p, 299. note. 
" If we mistake not the signs of the times, 
the period is not far distant, when the whole 
controversy hetween the English and Romish 
Churches will he revived, and all the points in 
dispute again brought under review. Of these 
points none is more important than the ques- 
tion respecting Tradition ; and it is, therefore, 
most essential, that they who stand forth as 
the defenders of the Church of England, should, 
take a correct and rational view of the subject — 
the view, in short, which was taken by our 
Divines at the Reformation. Nothing was 
more remote from their intention than indis- 
criminately to condemn all Tradition. They 
knew, that in strictness of speech Scripture 
is Tradition, written Tradition. They knew, 
that, as far as external evidence is concerned, 
the Tradition preserved in the Church is the 
only ground on which the genuineness of the 
books of Scripture can be established. For 
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though we are not, upon the authority of the 
Church, bound to receive as Scripture any book, 
which contains internal evidence of its own 
spuriousness — such as discrepancies, contradic- 
tions of other portions of Scripture, idle fables, 
or precepts at variance with the great princi- 
ples of morahty — ^yet no internal evidence is 
sufficient to prove a book to be Scripture, of 
which the reception, by a portion at least of the 
Church, cannot be traced from the earliest 
period of its history to the present time. 
What oxiT Reformers opposed, was the notion 
that men must, upon the mere authority of 
Tradition, receive, as necessary to salvation, 
doctrines not contained in Scripture. Against 
this notion in general, they urged the incredi- 
bility of the supposition, that the Apostles, 
when unfolding in their writings the principles 
of the Gospel, should have entirely omitted any 
doctrines essential to man's salvation. The 
whole tenor indeed of those writings, as well as 
of our Blessed Lord's discourses, runs counter 
to the supposition, that any truths of funda- 
mental importance would be suffered long to 
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rest upon so precarious a foundation as that of 
oral Tradition. With respect to the particular 
doctrines, in defence of which the Roman 
Catholics appeal to Tradition, our Reformers 
contended, that some were directly at variance 
with Scripture; and that others, far from 
being supported by an unbroken chain of Tra- 
dition from the Apostolic age, were of very 
recent origin, and utterly unknown to the early 
Fathers. Such was the view of this important 
question taken by our Reformers. In this, as 
in other instances, they wisely adopted a middle 
course: they neither bowed submissively to 
the authority of Tradition, nor yet rejected it 
altogether. We in the present day must tread 
in their footsteps, and imitate their moderation, 
if we intend to combat our Roman Catholic 
adversaries with success. We must be careful, 
that, in our anxiety to avoid one extreme, we run 
not into the other, by adopting the extravagant 
language of those who, not content with ascrib- 
ing a paramount authority to the written word 
on all points pertaining to eternal salvation, 
talk as if the Bible— and that too the Bible in 
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our English translation — ^were, independently 
of all external aids and evidence, sufficient to 
prove its own genuineness and inspiration, and 
to be its own interpreter." Ibid. p. 299 — 304. 
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Keble, M.A. Professor of Poetry, late Fellow of Oriel 
College, 

ISmo. 3s. 6d. 

THE PRIVATE DEVOTIONS of Dr. William Laud, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr. 

18mo. 5s. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY of Dr. William Laud. 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr. Collected 
from his Remains. 

18mo. 3s. 6d. 

LITURGY, EPISCOPACY, and CHURCH RITUAL, 
Three Speeches. By Dr. William Laud, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and Martyr. 

ISmo. 2s. 6d. 

THE PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN: or the DEVOUT 
PENITENT. By R. Sherlock, D. D. Sometime 
Rector of Winwick. Edited by the Rev. H. H. 
Sherlock, M.A. Incumbent of Holy Trinity, Ashton- 
in- Winwick. \ 
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OXFORD EDITIONS. 

18mo. 2s. 6d. 

SACRinCE the DIVINE SERVICE. By J. Scandrkt, 
Priest of the Church of England. 

18mo. 2s. 6d. 

ADVICE TO A FRIEND. By Symon Patrick, D.D. 
Sometime Lord Bishop of Ely. 

18mo. 3s. 6d. 

A DISCOURSE CONCERNING PRAYER and the 
FREQUENTING DAILY PUBLIC PRAYERS. By 
Symon Patrick, D.D. sometime Lord Bishop of Ely. 
Edited by Frakcis E. Paget, M.A. Rector of Elford, 
and Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. 

ISmo. 2s. 6d. 

A TREATISE of REPENTANCE and op FASTING, 
especially of the Lent Fast. By Symon Patrick, D.D. 
sometime Lord Bishop of Ely. 

18mo. 2s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on the DIFFERENT DEGREES or 
THE CHRISTIAN PRIESTHOOD. By Hadrian 
Sara VIA. 

ISmo. 5s. 

A RATIONALE upon the BOOK op COMMON 
PRAYER OP THE CHURCH op ENGLAND. By 
Anthony Sparrow, D.D. Sometime Lord Bishop of 
Norwich, 



18mo. 2s. 6d. 

THE GOLDEN GROVE ; a choice Manual, containing 
what is to be Believed, Practised, and Desired or 
Prayed for ; the Prayers being fitted to the several 
Days of the Week. By Jeremy Taylor, D.D. 
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OXFORD EDITIONS. 

18mo. 3s. 6d. 

GODLY MEDITATIONS upon the MOST HOLY 
SACRAMENT of the LORD'S SUPPER. By 
Christopher Sutton, D.D. Sometime Prebend of 
Westminster. With a I^eface by the Rev. J. H. 
Newman, B.D. Fellow of Oriel College. 

18mo. 3s. 6d. 

DISCE MORI. LEARN TO DIE. A Religious Dis- 
course, moving every Christian man to enter into a 
serious remembrance of his end. By Christopher 
Sutton, D.D. Sometime Prebend of Westminster. 

18mo. 3s. 6d. 

DISCE VIVERE. LEARN to LIVE. By Christopher 
Sutton, D.D. Sometime Prebend of Westminster. 

ISmo. 2s. 6d. 

THE RICH MAN'S DUTY to contribute liberally to 
the Building, Rebuilding, Repairing, Beautifying, and 
Adorning of Churches. By Richard Wells, D.D. 
Rector of Cotesbach, Leicestershire. To which is 
added. The JOURNAL of WILLIAM DOWSING, of 
Stratford, Parliamentary Visitor for Demolishing the 
Superstitious Pictures and Ornaments of Churches, in 
the years 1643, 1644. 

ISmo. 3s. 6d. 

SACRA PRIVATA; Private Meditations, Devotions, 
and Prayers. By Thomas Wilson, D. D. Bishop of 
Sodor and Man. 

ISmo. 2s. 6d. 

PAROCHIALIA; or INSTRUCTIONS for the 
CLERGY; with Instructions for an Academic Youth, 
and Catechetical Instructions for Candidates for Holy 
Orders. By Thomas Wilson, D.D. Bishop of Sodor 
and Man. \ 
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OXFORD EDITIONS. 

ISino. 2s. 6d. 

A PARaSNESIS. Or Seasonable Exhortatory to all 
True Sons of the Church. Wherein is inserted a 
Discourse of Heresy, in defence of our Church against 
the Romanist By H. Hammond, D.D, Edited by 
the Rev. H. E. Manning, M.A. Archdeacon of 
Chichester. 

18mo. 2s. 6d. 

DE NON TEMERANDIS ECCLESHS. CHURCHES 
NOT TO BE VIOLATED. A Tract of the Rights 
and Respects due unto Churches. By Sir H. Spel- 
MAN. Edited by the Rev. R. J. Spranosb, M.A. 
Fellow of Exeter College. 

18mo. 2s. 6d. 
VINCENTTOS LmiNENSIS against Heresy. 
SPINCKES'S Devotions, edited by Rev. F. E. Paget. 

ISmo. 28. 6d. 

JONES'S Letters to his Pupils, edited by the Rev. E. 
Coleridge, M.A. Eton College. 

18mo, sewed, at One ShUling. I 

THE FORM OP CONSECRATION op a CHURCH 
OR CHAPEL, and of the PLACE of CHRISTIAN 
BURIAL, exemplified by the Right Rev. Father in 
God, Lancelot Andrewes. 

A MANUAL op PRAYERS for the Use of the Scholars 
of Winchester College. By the Right Rev. Thomas 
Ken, D.D. 

A BOOK FOR BEGINNERS: or A HELP TO 
YOUNG COMMUNICANTS. That they may be fitted 
for the Holy Communion, and receive it with profit. 
By Symon Patrick, D.D. 

In the Press, 

A KEMPIS' Imitation of Christ, 

SHERLOCK'S Paraphrase of the Church Catechism. 

HENSHAW'S [Bp.] Devotions. 

PRIDEAUX'S [Bp. John] DOCTRINE OF PRAYER. 

.. DOCTRINE OF CONSCIENCE. 

/ OXFORD : JOHN HENBT PABKEB. 
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